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Looking back at the past... and forwards to the future   

But unfortunately... 
 

The desecration of Brightwells continues with developers 
Crest Nicholson issuing a planning application in March to 
fell the significant mature trees outside Brightwell House. 
These trees added so much to the setting of this gracious 
house which once formed part of the Redgrave Theatre.          

    Even though the developers say they will replace the 
trees with semi-mature specimens, the furore in the town 
has been tremendous.  Hundreds of objections have 
poured in, but as yet, there is no date for the application to 
be heard and there is still time to make objections to 
NMA/2020/0045. 

    Anne Cooper wrote to the Farnham Herald saying, “One 
tree marked for felling is the majestic copper beech tree 
which features so prominently in all Crest Nicholson's 
plans.   

   A less well known fact is that it is a commemorative tree. 
The planting of the copper beech is recorded in Ewbank 
Smith's 'Farnham between the Wars'.  On page 167 an 
entry for 1933 records, "Mr. R.A. Bide was allowed to plant 
a weeping copper beech tree on the lawn in front of 
Brightwell House as a memorial to his brother...."  Anne 
continues, “In 2001 I saw the small metal commemorative 
plaque on the tree trunk and was dismayed to find several 
years later when Crest's plans first appeared, that the 
plaque had been removed. These beautiful listed trees 
which are now proposed for felling have been a feature of  

 

Brightwells for generations and they must not be re-
moved.  To do so would desecrate this part of Farnham's 
history.  If these trees today are gone today, will it be 
Brightwell House tomorrow?” 

Does anyone else remember the commemorative plaque?  
Please let us know as it would add weight to the objec-
tions. 

 

More photos inside from the archives of the Castle and Redgrave Theatres that didn’t make it to 
the FTA book but will bring back memories for many. We hope you enjoy them.  
   Look out too for the competition on page 3 - send in your answer to have a chance of winning 
our prize! 

Brightwell House, the copper beech and other fine trees in the 

once-lovely grounds. 

 

 Shakespeare at the Redgrave.  A youthful looking James Bolam 

and his wife Susan Jameson photographed with other members   

of the cast of Macbeth 

More from FTA’s archive 

 Little Shop of Horrors An Ideal Husband 



From Nigel Morley, Volunteer with NFRC and retired   
Education Officer: 
 
I thought I’d write to let you know how very much I am 

enjoying your book. It’s so welcome, not only that you 

have made a permanent record of our local theatrical his-

tory, but because the collection of personal accounts and 

reminiscences makes it a true, unchallengeable record, 

and that in turn means it is, hopefully, protected from al-

legations of political bias. 
    You must have spent an unbelievable amount of time 

to put it together. Just selecting which material to use 

must have been a headache! And it is so elegantly pre-

sented. 

    I was sorry to miss both the book launch and the Zizzi 

meal; I was in London on family duties on both occa-

sions.  
 

You have stirred many memories 

 

Wishing you every good wish 

 

Nigel 

Another welcome message, from Mary Hunt, ex WBC 

and FTC Councillor 

 

Thank you for having the book delivered to my home 

address.  It is absolutely marvellous and I am enjoying 

reading it as it brings back many happy memories of the 
Castle Theatre.    

 

And, as if I could forget, thank you and everyone else for 

providing such a memorable event in the Farnham Coun-

cil Chamber. It was a marvellous occasion and one which 

Geoff and I will always remember.  
 

It was lovely to see you and talk with you again, and also 

with David. 

 

Best wishes to you both, 

 

Mary 

Jenny Bray sent us these Castle Theatre anecdotes:  

She says, “I gleaned this from Sam Osmond’s Book 
‘Harold Falkner’- sub-titled ‘More than an Arts & Crafts 
Architect’ (Epilogue pg. 119)”  
 
Harold Falkner loved the Castle Theatre.  He had a gam-
my leg and often arrived just as the door had been shut 
and the curtain drawn.  He would come stumping across 
the foyer, thrust his ticket at whoever was on duty and 
descend the 3 steps to the front row where he had always 
had a seat.   
    Once installed he would rest his leg up on the low 
stage and often proceed to eat his supper out of a news-
paper.  One evening he cut his bread and cheese with a 
knife with a bell on it – much too the discomfiture of the 
actors but to the amusement of the audience. 
    The audience were also bemused when crates of live 
chickens were set at the sides of the stage to act as 
Dressing in advance of the action for a Shakespeare.  
 
    I also remember that William Gaunt had to douse the 
flimsy drapes around the Tomb which caught fire one 
night in Christopher Fry's A Phoenix too Frequent!  
 
The Castle Theatre had a Revolve! 
This was in their production of The Merchant of Venice in 
the early 1970s when Ian Mullins made a very convincing 
Shylock.  As he berated Antonio who was unable to repay 
his loan he made an ‘away with you’ sweeping gesture - 
and his Ring set with a large green ‘emerald’ flew from his 
finger and landed - under the revolve.  At that point I did 
wonder if the whole thing would literally grind to a halt - 
but thankfully it just cleared the ring and the action contin-
ued! 
 
Production of an early Ayckbourn, Mr. Whatnot in the 
height of the Summer.  
This play initially flopped in 1963 (unlike Relatively Speak-
ing written in 1965) -  

but I enjoyed it thoroughly at the Castle as it was very 
different requiring the lead man to assume many charac-
ters which he did by donning a different coat, jacket, 
mackintosh - each heaped upon the last - until one night 
he just passed out with Heat Exhaustion and had to be 
revived in the garden of No. 62 Castle St.                                  
 
    This was related to me by Miss Beth Ealand who lived 
there at the time - and was conveniently, a ‘big noise’ in 
the Red Cross. (She was also the Pianist for the Farnham 
Operatic and used to rehearse there as they had 3 Pian-
os!  Gladys Starling the Director and her husband Leon-
ard Starling the Musical  Director also lived at this ad-
dress.  The Scenery was built in their Garden prior to the 
performances at Church House - latterly they performed 
at the Maltings).  
 
Jenny Bray continues: Whilst at Zizzi for a celebration of 
Anne Cooper’s book A Tale of Two Theatres  -  
I mentioned to the young lady behind the Bar that some 
of the Actors who played at the then Castle Theatre were 
amongst our number and added that they had said that 
the Theatre had a Ghost.  She quickly said “We have a 
Ghost! One Sunday after Diners had gone home we 
heard someone upstairs.  The Manager went up and not-
ed that there was no-one there but that all the Loo Doors 
were closed and registering ‘Engaged’….. After the Staff 
had cleared up the Manager went up again - and all the 
doors were found to be Open!  Brenda Longman, William 
Whymper and Chris Reeks were adamant that “That was 
George!!” 
   

Thank you, Jenny! 
 
As already mentioned, we’d love to receive any 
other comments or memories stirred by our FTA 
book so if you have such memories or simply want 
to say ‘what a fabulous book it is!’, (And it is!) why 
of course we’d be pleased to run that in the next 
newsletter. 

 

More good reviews for A Tale of Two Theatres 



The Royal Hunt of the Sun 

       It’s Competition time! 

This photo is from a Redgrave production, 

but which one? And… 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

….whose legs are those disappearing from the 

scene but seemingly caught half way through?        

    Let us know your answer by email to the Editor, 

and the first correct reply drawn from the hat will 

win either a free copy of A Tale of Two Theatres 

or if you already have one, then one year’s free 

membership!  

How do I get my copy? 
The very day in March when our book was first put on display 
and ready for sale, the virus restrictions were imposed and 
our books have remained ‘locked down’ inside local shops 
ever since. However, we now hear that small shops may re-
open on the 15th June so please check and also note that we 
have stock available which can be posted to you or delivered 
if you live in Farnham.  

    If you haven’t yet obtained your 
copy, here’s how: 
 
Direct from us. Simply email 
sales@farnhamtheatre.co.uk  give 
us your address and either send a 
cheque, payable to Farnham The-
atre Association, to Anne (address 
at the foot of the last page) to cov-
er the book plus post and packing 
ie. £15.99 plus £2.00 = £17.99. 
Alternatively, please send that 
sum by BACS to the FTA account 
indicating your name as a refer-
ence. 

Sort code:  60-08-15 
Account No. 59103205 

 
From Amazon For the hard copy, the price is £15.99 plus their 
own p&p charge.  For an e-book eg for a Kindle or other e-
reader, the book is just £8.99. When ordering here please use 
the full name: A Tale of Two Theatres told by those who 
knew compiled by Anne Cooper  - that will avoid other similar 
titles being offered. 
 
Farnham outlets  If the shops in Farnham remain closed, we 
cannot unfortunately direct you to them. However, once they 
are able to open you will be able to buy your copy at £15.99 
from Waterstone’s, Pullingers or Farnham Museum.  

                         A truly sad loss 
We are deeply sorry to report the death of Joe Marks, an 
amazing and untiring stalwart, constant friend of the theatre, 

of FTA and of all things Farn-
ham, bemoaning in particular 
the closure and then the loss 
of the Redgrave. 
   We make a very fond refer-
ence to him and his arrival in 
the town in the Introduction to 
the book on  page seven. Joe 
was one of FTA's founder 
members and never ceased to 
encourage us and to hope for a 

Farnham theatre.   
    We have lost a much respected and valued friend. 
Joe was born on the 6th February 1929  and died on 20th Oc-
tober last year, when he was 90.  We have only just found 
out this information. 
    In more recent years, he lived in a nursing home at Shep-
perton, and regularly called Anne or your Editor to urge us 
on to further attempts to reopen the Redgrave and at the least 
to avoid its demolition.  It’s particularly sad that we were not 
able to fulfill this in his lifetime. Despite his long career be-
hind cinema cameras, he was a great theatre devotee and this 
love began at the Castle Theatre. 
    Joe may have gone but he knew that there are many here 
who still care passionately about theatre and see it as a po-
tential saviour of the benighted Brightwells development.  

More memories... 

Richard II 
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Stephen Spence, County Councillor urges a 

clear rethink and reassessment of Brightwells. 

You may have seen an article in the Farnham Herald 21
st
 

May 2020 which calls for a significant rethink of the 

Brightwells scheme. This was initiated by Stephen Spence, 

Surrey County Councillor for Farnham North. He is part of 

Farnham Residents, a local network of independents.  

    Here is his statement (made re-

motely) to the to the Surrey Council 

meeting about Brightwells. 

   “The Brightwells development in 

Farnham was argued against by a 

great many people over a very long 

time.  However it has progressed and 

now it has progressed it has to work. 

Recent postponement of construction 
due to the coronavirus makes it even 

more likely that the original commer-

cial basis of the project needs re-

examination 

    The housing element is likely to succeed, but the retail 

element will require the benefit of Surrey’s ability to intervene 

as a result of our extensive investment in the develop-

ment.  A community vision needs to be developed.In addition 

to M&S Simply Food and Reel Cinema, the existing anchor 

tenants, what about, if not a Tate Farnham, a Watt’s Gallery 

Farnham, a shopfront for the ornamental blacksmiths course 

at the University of the Creative Arts, could the Farnham 

Maltings work with Reel to curate art house films, could craft-

ers and knitters have their own spaces selling quality, unique 

products as they do in St. Ives in Cornwall, along with coffee 

shops and restaurants? 

   Is it too much to hope a theatre space could be found to 

recreate the spirit of the Redgrave. Surrey is perfectly placed 

to try and influence a direction that Farnham as a craft town 

could be proud of. 

   With such attractions close to London we could fill our ho-

tels and guest houses with long weekenders visiting the Cas-
tle, the Museum, the existing centre around Lion and Lamb 

and the new vibrant, bohemian hub for artisans and inde-

pendent eateries that could be Brightwells Yard. 

   All we need is the imagination, and Surrey’s intervention, 

to make it happen”. 

 

FTA salutes Stephen for his timely intervention and for his 

pragmatic yet creative vision that needs to influence the re-

development plans for Brightwells.  Now is the time for 

Crest Nicholson Sainsbury and Surrey County Council to 

think again. 

    Stephen tells us that the Surrey Cabinet member for            

property, Mel Few has responded to him and said his people 
are going to look at all his suggestions.  No promises have 

been made but at least they’re prepared to look, says            

Stephen. 

Would you like an Olivier                 

award-winning actress to turn            

your poems into beautiful                

short videos? 

While theatres are dark and acting roles almost non-

existent, our very own Abigail McKern has created 

and developed this already exciting and growing new 

business.  

Contact her on: abimckern@gmail.com  

Have you paid your membership fee? 

Please ensure you have helped your FTA to continue in 

whatever ways it can to boost and encourage theatre, 

both professional and amateur in Farnham.  

These fees became due at the end of March so if you 

haven’t yet paid, your action now would be so much 

appreciated. 

Membership charges remain unchanged:  
Single person £10 

Family £20 

Group £20 

Corporate by negotiation 

Please send cheques, payable to Farnham Theatre 

association,  to:                                                            

Joe Michel, Temporary  Treasurer, c/o 4 Nutshell Lane, 

Upper Hale, Farnham, Surrey GU9 0HG 

Or transfer via BACS                                                     

See page 3 for Sort Code and Account Number. Please 

provide a clear reference to your name so that we can 

identify payments.   Thank you.                        .. 


