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It’s here! Successful launch for A Tale of Two Theatres 

 

On 7
th

 March, at the Farnham Town 

Council’s offices we were delighted 

to launch our book with many mem-

bers attending as well as the Mayor, 

Councillor Pat Evans.  It was also 

great to see Cllrs John Neale, Andy 

MacLeod and Scotty Fraser there 

who both expressed a great deal of 

interest in the book and our activities. 

Anne Cooper, FTA Chairman wel-

comed everyone and in particular, 
the Mayor of Farnham, saying “We 

are delighted that the Mayor is sup-

porting the Farnham Theatre Associ-

ation’s publication of A Tale of Two 

Theatres”  She then introduced the 

Mayor who wanted to contribute her 

own thoughts and praise.  FTA is 

very grateful for her support and    

interest.  

As compiler of the book, Anne wanted to 

thank everyone who had helped get this 

book into print, all their names being record-

ed at the back of the book except for that of 

our typesetter, Jo Owen Smith whose name 

is at the front!    

Anne posed the question: “What was hap-

pening a year ago today?” She then re-

minded the audience that the bridge beams 

were being removed from the roof of the 

Redgrave Theatre.  “But today we mark a 

far better way of ‘raising the roof’ – by cele-

brating the 60 years of successes of Farn-
ham’s two remarkable professional theatres 

– first the Castle Theatre and then the Red-

grave.  This is why we are holding 

a celebration at Zizzi’s (the site of 

The Castle Theatre) on Sunday 

15th March to commemorate that 

success”. 

Recalling the recent history, Anne 

continued “When it became clear 

that the Redgrave building could 

not be saved, I was determined 

that its history of success should 

be recorded, outweighing the neg-

ative stories which had evolved 

from its final decline. 

In doing this, the development of 

professional theatre in Farnham at  

Castle Theatre became an integral 

part of the story and then how it moved on to the Red-

grave and has percolated through to the present day.  

That history did not die 12 months 

ago when the Redgrave fell – it is still 

alive! 

As I was involved with these theatres 

only indirectly, I have relied on peo-

ple’s voices who really did know the 

history from the inside - actors, direc-

tors and audiences and the volun-

teers.    

It is their words that really give life to 

the story. 

A feast for theatre lovers 

Pictures also help tell the tale.  Many 

images are from the archives and 

memorabilia we inherited from the 

Redgrave and also some from the 

Museum of Farnham and the Surrey 

History Centre.  This book shows the 

value of archived material in telling future 

generations about their history.  For that 

reason, I hope you will buy our book in the 

knowledge that any profits from sales will be 

devoted to protecting the archives.  Thank 

you “ 

Speaking about the availability of the book, 

Mike Silver encouraged people to buy their 

copy and maybe another for friends, consid-

ering it would be a valued birthday present 

or even an ideal one for Christmas!  See 

page 2 for full details of how to order. 

Encouraging everyone to see the book and 

order their copies, Mike added that Chris 

Reeks, our archivist and actor from both 

theatres, was there to take questions about 

the two enterprises and the ar-

chives. 

A week and a day later, some 20 

people arrived at Zizzi, (the site of 

the former Castle Theatre) to cel-

ebrate the book. Some guests 

had unfortunately had to withdraw 

because of the coronavirus but 

the remaining group had a really 

enjoyable time with reminiscences 

and humour provided by David 
Wylde, Chris Reeks, Peter Hunter 

and Bill Whymper.  (see photos 

on p2) 

Interestingly, the Zizzi manager, 

Julia was very intrigued by the 

book as she had written a dissertation on the Redgrave 

while at the University of Creative Arts. A small world! 

The Mayor, Cllr. Pat Evans with Mike Silver 

A jovial crowd at Zizzi celebrated Anne’s wonderful        

achievement and the launch of the book 



Praise for our book, from Rosemary Wisbey 

“I’ve read your lovely book cover to cover and enjoyed every 

word.  For a start, it’s such an attractive-looking publication, every 

page well laid out and plenty of good clear illustrations.  Then you 

tell the story so well.  I love the way you incorporate different peo-

ples’ memories into your narrative so smoothly, the various voices 

adding valuable colour.  I particularly enjoyed reading Vicky King’s 

contributions: she came to some of my Adult Ed Literature classes 

and always gave excellent value in discussions as you can imagine! 

 Besides being an enjoyable and nostalgic read, it’s also a valuable 

contribution to Farnham’s history and I appreciate your meticulous 

footnotes, acknowledgements and indexing.  They’re such a pain to 

do but so helpful to future researchers and historians! 

 So hearty congratulations to you and to David.  It was so kind of him 

to deliver my copy personally.  It’s just a pity that the story, after all 

your years of tireless hard work and campaigning, had such a sad 

ending!” 

All best wishes, 

Rosemary 

 

 

 

Our speakers also referred to 

the resident ‘ghost’ at the Cas-

tle Theatre, named George 

who consistently showed ‘his’ 

presence. In talking to both 

Julia, the manager and one of 

her staff it was clear that 

George was still there and 

made himself evident with 

strangle little tricks.  That’s an 

intriguing tale – but read the 

book, there’s more about 

George’s activities in there! 

An unexpected sadness came 

just a few days later when 

Zizzi Head Office announced a 

closure of their restaurants 

because of the Corona virus.  

This was just before the Gov-
ernment’s decision to close all 

bars, pubs and restaurants.  

So, our Celebration on the 15
th
 

proved to be on the very last 

Sunday that Zizzi was open. 

Fortuitous timing indeed! 

David Wylde 

regaling the 

group with 

amusing, 

colourful &  

fascinating 

tales from 

the two lost 

theatres 

Following on, Chris Reeks             

intrigued and made the audience 

laugh with his wonderful tales.  
 

Anne and Dave Cooper at the far end of the table at our 

joyful celebration for the successes of the two theatres. 

Bill Whymper, former actor 

with the Royal Shake-

speare Company, the Red-

grave and Castle Theatres 

added more illuminating 

and fascinating anecdotes. 

Thank you, Rosemary! 

 

HOW CAN I GET HOLD OF THE BOOK? 

You can order direct from us via  
sales@farnhamtheatre.co.uk,  or you can order 

from Amazon but make sure you type in: 

A Tale of Two Theatres: told by those who knew 
compiled by Anne Cooper.   

If you use just the short title, other similarly titled 
books get offered. 

The stiff cover paperback is £15.99, plus delivery. 
the e-version for kindles and laptops etc is £8.99. 

We had set up availability through Waterstone’s who 
gave us a very generous agreement, through Pull-
ingers and the Museum of Farnham but of course 
these outlets are now sadly closed because of Coro-
navirus. We don’t know for how long this will be the 
situation but hope they are able to reopen soon as 
they will be valued outlets for the book in the town. 

MORE PRAISE FOR                                           
A TALE OF TWO THEATRES 

From the Chairman of the Farnham and   
District Museum Society 

'Dear Anne, I wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed 

reading the book; it is a lovely blend of history and 

theatre people, and makes an excellent memorial to 

the two theatres. Well done to all the team,         

Pam Taylor.'    

 

 Peter Hunter, professional 

lighting designer and one of 

FTA’s archivists added more 

humour from his long experi-

ence at the Redgrave. 

mailto:sales@farnhamtheatre.co.uk


For short-term storage and to allow our two archivists, 
(Chris Reeks and Peter Hunter) to work on the archives 
we are exploring the possibility of transferring the collec-
tions from Runfold to St Mark's Church, Upper Hale.   

Stella Wiseman (previously a journalist covering theatre 
and entertainment for local newspapers) is involved with 
the Hale churches and offered to show Chris Reeks, 
Anne and David the space. Unfortunately Stella has fallen 
victim to the virus but is doing well and will get back to us 
when she is fully recovered.     

We are also investigating whether the University of the 
Creative Arts, Farnham or the Guildford School of Acting 

might be able to offer permanent space for our collec-
tions. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank              

Farnham Town Council for their generous                     

donation in support of our work, in particular,                    

the digitisation of these archives which is a         

long process but will help to keep the various              

items safe and also facilitate our making them   

available to researchers, students and the           
general public. 

 

Latest news of Farnham Theatre Archives 

Concern for Farnham Library Gardens                  

– what can we do to help 

Councillor George Hesse has concerns about Vernon House – 

home of Farnham Library - and the Pleasure Gardens believing 

that FTA members may well include others sharing his concerns 
and wanting to effect changes.  

    George says that “The history of Vernon House and the Pleas-

ure Gardens is fascinating and will hopefully focus peoples’ 
minds on getting the library gardens transferred from Surrey 

County Council to Farnham Town Council on a lease arrange-
ment. The ongoing state of neglect is very frustrating.” 

    FTA members will recall that Farnham Rep used to perform 

there in a large marquee, and it would be wonderful to bring 
back the innate qualities of these gardens for all to enjoy.   

    It is his hope that in the spirit of goodwill that exists between all three Local Authorities, (Surrey County 
Council, Waverley Borough Council and Farnham Town Council) positive forward action will now be made to 

happen. 

    George has itemised the many areas of concern that need attending to and urges all those interested to contact 
him direct on george.hesse@farnham.gov.uk 

    He is personally willing to liaise and coordinate efforts to find volunteers to work in the gardens should the 
desire to re-invigorate the Pleasure Gardens get the go-ahead. 

Vernon House 

 

Your Membership renewal is due from 1
st

 April 

Renewals of membership become due at the end of this month so to ensure yours continues from the 1
st
 April, please 

ensure we receive your payment.    

Many supporters are often surprised at the costs of running FTA.  Your membership charges go towards Public Liabil-
ity and Directors’ Insurance, the costs of running the website and of course the increasing costs of sending out posted 
newsletters.  

The good news is that  
Membership Charges are unchanged. 

Single person   £10 

Family    £20 

Group    £20 

Corporate by negotiation. 

If you wish to pay by cheque, please send for the attention of Joe Michel, Temporary Treasurer, c/o 4 Nutshell Lane, 
Upper Hale, Farnham, Surrey GU9 0HG.                                                            

 

Alternatively you can pay via BACS to Sort Code 60-08-15; account No. 59103205.  If you pay by BACS please en-

sure you identify your payment with your surname and let Joe Michel know via a short email. Joe’s details are listed 

on p4.              

Thank you 

mailto:george.hesse@farnham.gov.uk
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Brenda Longman of Farnham Rep recently wrote 

about their – and her - future plans. However, all this was 

before we realised that the virus spread was going to 

have deeper impact than initially imagined.   Farnham Rep 

may well have to postpone their programme to a later 

date; we don’t yet know the details. 

We are happy to promote Farnham Rep and urge people 
to check on their website 

for updates. 

Brenda says, "I have 

always thought of myself 

as an actor before any-

thing else and having 

given over much time in 

years on producing 

our  plays and readings I 

am sure no one will be-

grudge me accept-

ing professional acting 

work when it is offered...

…. as is now the case, having signed a contract for The 

Mousetrap in the West End  for six months finishing on 

October 3rd. I am thrilled to become a part of this British 

Institution (now running for 68 years) and, indeed, follow-

ing in Ian Cullen's footsteps!" 

Farnham Rep:  proposed future plans for 2020.  
Please book now. 

At THE PHOENIX THEATRE BORDON 

Saturday JULY 4th 7.30pm               
Age of Bewilderment 

 with Arthur Smith,  

songs by Phillip Goodhand Tait and saxophone 

played by the author of Age of Bewilderment,               

David Sherrington  

Details are on Farnham Rep’s and the Phoenix            

Theatre’s websites. 

“Please support this as Arthur Smith and the other artists 

have agreed to give their time and talent in aid of       

Farnham Rep. The 

Mousetrap manage-

ment are also allow-

ing me to take this 
day as holiday! 

In late October it will 

be Ian Cullen's birth-

day and I thought it 

fitting for us to do a 

reading of one of 

Ian's plays as a suita-

ble memorial as near 

to his birthday as 

possible. I will be in 

discussions with 

Yvonne and Ian's 
family as to what they 

consider a suitable 

piece. 

I shall also be talking to actor, broadcaster and author 

Oliver Crocker over the next few months regarding this 

and future productions becoming podcasts. This is some-

thing which we are excited about for the future. We are 

also hopeful that we may get a link with UCA (University 

for the Creative Arts) possibly filming shows”. 

Other future projects include:- 

Lettice and Lovage directed by Maurice Thorogood 

(with Melanie Parr, David Delve, Brenda Longman and 

supernumeraries) 

A Village Wooing directed by Simon Whitfield (to be 

cast) 

The Final Test with Colin Baker, Rosie Baker and 

Reece Richardson 

The trustees are keen that we should carry on looking for 

performance venues other than the Ivy Lane Club.               

Trustee Suzie Godden has urged us to look at Farnham 

Pottery again now the inside space has been opened up. 
Ideally, we would like a stately home or historical grand 

house for Lettice and Lovage. 

 

Brenda Longman 

A Postscript on the theatre archives 

When the Theatres Museum was at Covent Garden it 
provided us with valuable background information about 

the Redgrave. 

In 2007 these collections were moved to the V&A in Ken-

sington, but are now scheduled to transfer with the whole 

museum to V&A East at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic 

Park.   

All collections at the V&A will 

be closed from December 2020 

with some on tour until the new 

venue opens in 2023. 

The magnificent front     

entrance to the V&A,                  

London 


