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A very Happy New Year to all our Members and supporters! 

One of five huge hammerhead cranes towering 
over the poor and isolated Brightwells House, 
alone in a sea of unwanted construction and sans the 
Redgrave Theatre.  Crest Nicholson Sainsbury and Surrey 
County Council stubbornly refuse 
to acknowledge any concerns 
about the future of retail within 
Britain’s high streets.  At what 
point will a sense of sanity prevail?   
   CNS’ intransigence is under-
stood to be founded on Surrey 
County Councils’ pledge to fund 
the retail element in the 
Brightwells development once it’s 
completed according to the agreed 
plans!                                
    So no incentive whatsoever to 
consider any changes to the 
plans, no motivation to accept rec-
ommendations from interested 
parties, no deviation whatsoever 
from a blinkered view of the world 
in East Street. Who can blame 
them perhaps when they have 
such a willing funder entirely at 
their beck and call!  Prepare for 
our taxpayers’ monies to be 
poured into Brightwells courtesy of 
Surrey County Council. 
 
A new hope for theatre 
 
On 5th December, the front page 
of the Farnham Herald boldly de-
clared “A Theatre back on the ta-
ble for East Street”. Paul Follows, 
deputy leader of Waverley Borough Council posited the 
belief that the introduction of theatre would prove a neces-

sary life-blood for this new development and would in turn 
create a draw for the general public, beginning to rebuild a 
valuable and thriving economy, particularly in the evening.  
FTA has already initiated a follow up with Paul. 

    As far as Brightwells Yard is con-
cerned, all we can do is wait and 
continue to campaign with hope. 
    
Irony of all ironies 
 
Is it not an irony that no sooner had 
the Redgrave been demolished 
that the Local Government Associ-
ation prepared an explicit dossier 
on how culture can lead the way to 
invigorate towns and bring back the 
much-needed footfall.  (see News-
letter no. 57 May 2019). 
    Even more ironic, is the enquiry 
received by FTA from an estab-
lished theatre group looking to 
open a new theatre near London: 
“What is the situation over the Red-
grave?  Farnham would be an ideal 
site for us.” 
    Perhaps you remember that our 
last newsletter reported on the 
growth of interest in new theatres 
around London.  Potentially this 
theatre group could provide the 
solution for us in Farnham as a 
consultation on a new Masterplan 
for the town is being proposed by 
Waverley. These could be exciting 
times! 
 

    As you can well imagine, discussions continue…...  

 

An MBE for Michael Blower 
 
We’re delighted to congratulate Michael Blower on his well-deserved 
MBE!    
 
       Apart from his sterling work over the years as an architect, for the 
Farnham Buildings Preservation Trust and for The Farnham Society, 
Michael is a staunch supporter of FTA. He has stood beside us in the 
campaign to save the Redgrave Theatre, believing that it could have 
been the focus for the historic restoration of Brightwells as a community 
space. 
 

       June 2014 Michael supported Janna Laan's new design for the Red-
grave in his exhibition 'New Uses for Old Buildings' and in 2015 he 
worked with Michael Holden on 'Brightwells Restored', a scheme which 
placed Brightwell House with theatre and a new restaurant attached, in 
landscaped parkland.  The theatre would share a box office with a cine-
ma over retail units on East Street.  (See FTA Newsletters 37 and 42). Michael Blower 



FTA is delighted to announce that our fully 
illustrated book on the Castle and Red-
grave theatres is soon to be published.  
The story is told through the voices of 
those who worked, lived and loved these 
two theatres.                                     
     It contains many comments and 
thoughts from key directors and actors 
from both the Castle and the Redgrave and 
promises to be very informative, illuminat-
ing and a must-have for all who miss the 
two theatres and the talented people that 
passed through their doors.     
     Containing over 120 photographs and 
illustrations (including 44 in colour) of past 
productions, actors and directors who ap-
peared on these famous stages, the book 
will prove a tremendous source of fun and 
interest to many.    
    On the cover we reproduce a telegram 
sent to the Castle Theatre by Noel Coward 

himself.  Coward had generously donated 
all his royalties for the season of his plays 
to the fund for the building of the Red-
grave. We believe that this design ties both 
theatres together quite neatly! 
     For many people, it is our belief that it 
will offer a clear insight into the life and 
times of the years that Farnham had its 
own theatre and the reasons that lie behind 
the disastrous decline and fall.                    
     We are hoping to arrange the book 
launch on Saturday 7th March at 1pm after 
the Mayor’s Coffee Morning in the Council 
Chamber, Farnham Town Council, South 
Street.  Then to have a celebration on Sun-
day early evening 15th March, at Zizzi, the 
original location of the Castle Theatre itself.   

Please let us know which event you 
would like to attend.                                                
NB Arrangements subject to change at present; 

details to be confirmed to all. 

Attention, all Theatre Lovers!   

The bold and attractive           

design for the front cover           

of our book 

Our launch plan is to mark the date, approximately one year on from the demolition of the Redgrave.  Once we can 
confirm times and dates, we will send out more details, including how to get hold of copies if you are unable to join 
us at the launch. 
 

Look out for more information coming soon about the book itself and the launch.  
In the meantime please let us know which event you would prefer to attend. 

Farnham Town Council Offices,                 

home of the Council Chamber  

Zizzi Restaurant, Castle Street 
Plaque on the wall outside Zizzi  

AGM 2019 

Another successful AGM was held 

at the end of 2019  with Councillor 

Stephen Spence one again chairing 

the open discussion section.  We 

are most grateful to him for his 

time, enthusiasm and wise words.    

   The photo shows Eric Coombes 

in close discussion with Dave 

Cooper in front of the display 

boards showing past production 

photos, these display panels com-

piled by Chris Reeks and Peter 

Hunter. 



 

  Ian Cullen     
We are very sad to report the loss of Ian Cullen, who died in November aged 80. 
He became a household name thanks to six years – and over 200 episodes – on 
British television playing PC/DC Joe Skinner in the BBC police series Z-Cars. 
   George Ian Cullen was born in the mining town of West Boldon, County 
Durham, where his mother was an amateur actress who wrote her own plays 
and pantomimes. Thus Ian was allowed to attend acting classes at the age of 
four.  
   Aged six he determined to become a professional and at eight vowed to get 
into the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art: ambitions he fulfilled! 
    Ian made his professional debut in 1952 playing Tiny Tim in a stage version of 
A Christmas Carol.  
    He won a scholarship to RADA at the age of 16, graduating in 1958. His train-
ing continued through extensive repertory theatre work all over the country; then 
joining the Royal Shakespeare Company in 1960.  
    Ian appeared at the Castle Theatre in Alpha Beta, The Ghost Train, Journey's 
End and he directed Mary Mary. 
    His biggest successes came on television; he also gained significant film 
credits and was a prolific writer. 
     As a valued and respected teacher, he directed for Farnham Shakespeare 
Company and at the time of his death was planning his next production for                                
Farnham Rep.  

 

FTA had a kind response from Sue Jameson and James Bolam: 
 

Than you for letting us know the sad news. 
Please pass on condolences to everyone. He did wonderful work for the theatre and the Arts over the 
years. He'll be much missed. 
Very best wishes to all there. 
Sue Jameson and James Bolam 

And further sad news of two more famous names that worked in                             
the theatre in Farnham:  

 
Jean Heywood   
Jean was born in Blyth, Northumberland in 1921 and In Farnham appeared in various 
productions at the Redgrave. 
 
Principally, she made her name in films such as Billy Elliot and Our Day Out. Her TV 
work included roles in When the Boat Comes In, All Creatures Great and Small, Boys 
from the Blackstuff, Family Affairs, The Bill and Casualty.  
 

 

 

 

Ian Cullen as Captain Stanhope in 

Journey’s End, September 1973 

Jean Heywood as Mrs. Clandon in                   

You Never Can Tell, May 1979 

Roger Ostime as Sebastian Cruttwell in In 

Praise of Love, April 1975 

Roger Ostime   
Roger appeared many times in Farnham including in The Wins-
low Boy, Spoiled, School for Scandal, Three Sisters, What Eve-
ry Woman Knows and On the Boil at the Castle Theatre.   
 
He then went on to appear in The Lords’ Lieutenant, Dear Jo, 
The National Health. The Cherry Orchard, In Praise of Love, 
Rosencranz and Guilderstern are Dead and Confusions, at the 
Redgrave. 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/arts_ents/stage/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blyth,_Northumberland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Elliot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Day_Out
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/When_the_Boat_Comes_In
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Creatures_Great_and_Small_(TV_series)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boys_from_the_Blackstuff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boys_from_the_Blackstuff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_Affairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualty_(TV_series)
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PLEASE RENEW YOUR FTA MEMBERSHIP 

 
Following the 5th December Farnham Herald headline for 
a Farnham Theatre, a negative letter soon appeared from 
one resident, Mr. Stephens.   
    He had clearly been influenced by Waverley’s ‘spin doc-
tors’ who had once desired it gone to make way for a 
grand new East Street development.  Notwithstanding this, 
more letters supporting theatre and critical of the develop-
ment appeared. We reproduce one below which is from 
one of our committee members, John Price. This letter has 
been picked up by John Spackman for the Say Yes to the 
Appropriate Development of East Street website: 
 

• Easier to destroy than construct.. 
The Farnham Herald letters page, Thursday 23rd January 2020 - 
Vol.129 No.29 

  

DAVID WYLDE’S excellent letter (January 9) once again 
shows the sense of his arguments based on practical expe-
rience and common sense. 
It has been said it is much easier to destroy than construct, 
the latter taking much time, ability, thought and often hard 
earned revenue. 
    Mr Stephens’ need to move on has, of course, been un-
dertaken and changes in presenting theatre, cinema and 
television are continuous and provide constant challenges 
for those who work in these fields. 
Is it not apparent to Mr Stephens that the British Isles is a 
world leader in these fields. It requires great skills, perse-
verance and backing from much of the population. 
    We have provided the greatest playwright who ever 
lived, the invention of television and a language which 
much of the world communicates with. But I wonder local-
ly whether we have the necessary politicians and adminis-
trators with skills to enable matters to progress. 
    Mr Stephens should remember that all young school 
children love acting first as participants in the school  
Christmas play followed by some acting in the secondary  

 

stage of education, plays of all kinds. 
It is a useful tool for education and a few dedicated indi-
viduals may decide to embark on an uncertain and compet-
itive career, not only in an acting capacity but also in the 
necessary technical side. I wonder why our local university 
provides courses for the latter. 
     It may not be widely known that Waverley Borough 
Council receives a good annual income from the purchase 
of the old Castle Theatre site and has probably received 
£1million in recent years. I wonder how much has gone to 
the Maltings? 
     Some years ago the Redgrave Theatre Company and its 
varied activities were extolled in the House of Commons 
as a centre of excellence with the minister of culture sug-
gesting other theatres could follow its example. You could 
read the debate in Hansard. 
    I get the feeling the views of a few local leaders and the 
then chief executive of Waverley and leader of the council 
and a member of the Regional Arts Council were not hap-
py with support. 
A theatre was ruled out in the bids for redevelopment of 
Brightwells, to the surprise of Crest Nicholson. 
    I am convinced there is a demand for a professional the-
atre building, hopefully with good acoustics for music, but 
it takes much hard work to obtain the results the first Red-
grave obtained. 
    Local people put a great deal into support for the build-
ing of a fine structure. It was destroyed by councillors who 
followed like sheep some bad advice from their leaders. 
     And remember, theatre did not start with Shakespeare. 
It goes back to the Romans, the Greeks and the ancient 
Egyptians. A long, long time. 
 
                                                                          John Price 
 
 
 

These will become due at the end of 

March 2020 so please accept this  

as early notification for all our Mem-

bers.  

     Many supporters may not realise 

the costs that FTA face in running its 

campaigns.  Your membership charg-

es have to cover Public Liability and 

Directors' insurance, the costs of run-

ning the website and of course the 

increasing costs in sending out posted 

newsletters.  

 

Membership charges remain        

unchanges at: 

Single person £10 

Family £20 

Group £20 

Corporate by negotiation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send cheques to:  

Joe Michel, Temporary Treasurer,  

c/o 4 Nutshell Lane, Upper Hale,  

Farnham, Surrey GU9 0HG 

 

 

Powerful Arguments for Theatre 


