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ARE THESE THE LAST FEW DAYS FOR THE REDGRAVE? 

Targeted to be demolished between December 10th 

and March 4
th
, the Redgrave Theatre is still here  -

and now the demolition date is indicated as being in 

Spring – a rather nebulous and flexible date.  Yes, Farn-

ham‟s own theatre still stands but how sad it all looks 

amidst a building site.  

    The Farnham Herald ran a half page illustrated piece 

on 3
rd

 January about Brightwells but with some rather sur-

prising additions:    

     Apparently Crest Nicholson Sainsbury will “start with 

the demolition of the rear section of the Marlborough 

Head pub and the remnants of the Palace Cinema, mov-

ing on to the Redgrave Theatre, former health centre and 

Brightwells Cottage this spring”.  
     Interesting indeed as to our knowledge there has nev-

er been a Palace Cinema behind the Marlborough Head; 

there was a Picture Palace Cinema in Bear Lane in 1911, 

followed by an Electric Cinema in East Street in 1913. 

Perhaps the Herald meant the remnants of the County 

Cinema which was accessed from what is now Cam-

bridge Place and demolished in 1956 - or perhaps the 

remnants refer to the old cinema site in East Street where 

the Odeon Cinema, formerly the Regal, and demolished 

by its owners in the 1980s (such is the instability of the 

world of cinema!).  It really should be known by now that 

Waverley pulled down the Farnham Health Centre some 

years ago, when these services moved to the Farnham 

Hospital site to facilitate the CNS development.  Well, 

Brightwells Cottage does still exist, despite Crest‟s claims 

that it was necessary to demolish it before building the 

bridge!  Can we believe anything we are told?    

    In the meantime, we have all lost the beautiful Borelli 

Walk by the River Wey, a tranquil and delightful stroll so 

close to the heart of the town.   CNS say they will restore 

it by September 2022, but how confident can we be about 

that promise given their lack of attention to detail.  

    And, in the face of seemingly overwhelming advice 

from all around that retail is suffering a serious, sharp and 

irreversible decline as more goods and services are pur-

chased online, CNS state brazenly that they have “yet to 

market the scheme‟s 25 retail units”.  Well, we shall see.  

      Perhaps by slashing initial rental fees they will per-

suade some to take up the offers but how long will they 

last as retail continues to dive inexorably downwards?     

      How long before the CNS „new town centre for Farn-

ham‟ consists of empty shops, vandalised units and may-

be a further charity shop or two.  It‟s a depressing picture. 
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Redgrave memorabilia 

Many who helped create the building 
and development of the Redgrave - 
perhaps by sponsoring seats or buy-
ing bricks - will be pleased to know 
that we are hoping to retain some of 
those very seats as well as a number 
of bricks.   

    If you are interested in obtaining a 
brick or a seat please let us know 
as we hope to offer these in return for 
a donation to help retain and digitise 
Farnham Theatre Association‟s          

archive from both the Castle and 
Redgrave Theatres.  

    We are also negotiating right now 
to obtain a plaque from the floor of 
the foyer that was installed to cele-
brate the visit by Princess Margaret. 

    Plus we are also hoping to retain 
some more technical items from the 
theatre, one a very early innovation in 
lighting control, the second associat-
ed with the Redgrave‟s revolve. 



Theatres Archive  

A NEW DIRECTION 

You may remember reading that FTA has responsibility for 
the archive material from both the Castle and Redgrave 
theatres. Some is held at the Surrey History Centre in Wo-
king and further material is here in Farnham.   

    Since we were asked to move it from Farnham Muse-
um‟s store it has posed an interesting challenge. It has also 
been a costly venture when for some months last year we 
had to store it with a secure storage company.  That is not 
cheap.  Currently we do no longer use those premises but 
with the kind permission of Michael Blower this material is 
held on a site at Runfold. However we know that it has to 
be moved again so we are investigating various possibili-
ties. Our first plan was to acquire a vandal-proof cabin /
steel container with the intention to locate this on land near 
to the town that would provide us  to the town that would 
provide us with ready access.  

     This plan has so far not proved feasible because of the 
difficulty of locating an appropriate site.  

     Initially we had applied to Farnham Town Council for a 
grant to help us buy the cabin/container but we requested 
that this application was to be put on hold because of the 
lack of an available site.   

     We have just received the news that as a result of 
our application we are to receive £500 from the Town 
Council, which together with the £500 donated last 
year from the Surrey County Council Local Fund, will 
help towards a secure future for the archives. We are 
extremely grateful to our local councillors for their sup-

port in this venture. 

    Unless alternative accommodation can be found for the 
collections, we may have to dispose of all but the core  ma-
terial and redirect our grant application to the creation of a 
new website with a comprehensive digital record of all the 

collections.  We live in interesting times!   
    Now, we have necessarily begun to develop into a new 
direction which involves clear focus on further digitisation 
for all the material – photos, programmes, posters and so 
on. The intention is then to make all this available for easy 
access for residents, new visitors, students and research-
ers. This will give us an overdue opportunity to launch a 
rebranded and significantly revised website.      

    The process will take some time to prepare and com-
plete as you can imagine, but we‟ll keep you posted on pro-
gress. 

      We are greatly indebted to Chris Reeks (former Castle 
and Redgrave actor) and Peter Hunter (ex lighting and 
sound technician at the Redgrave) for identifying and cata-
loguing the many items for us.   

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have recently received some wonderful pictures from 
Ted and Jean Parratt's  'Farnham Diary' collection, courte-
sy of Mark Westcott who has retrieved them for us.  Among 
them is this photo above of the Castle Theatre cast of The 
Queen's Highland Servant with Redgrave bricks - Chris 
Reeks centre, taken in April 1972..  This picture will feature 
in our brief history of the two theatres, see last page.  

We‟re delighted that our fellow FTA  Director, 

Abigail McKern has been playing multiple roles in 

Australia in North By Northwest which ran with 

great success here in the UK as well as in Cana-

da.   

      Throughout the tour, the production garnered 

tremendous reviews  It has only just completed 

its run in Australia on 20 January at Adelaide 

Festival Theatre.  

Congratulations, Abi! . What‟s next on the hori-

zon? 

 

Abigail McKern 

One of Abigail‟s many roles in 

this great production. 

North By Northwest 



Farnham Herald letters campaign 

Once we hear or see that the Redgrave is about to be demolished a letters campaign will be put into action.    

     This will include a number of letters with multiple signatures speaking of the loss of this once great theatre to the 

town. There‟ll be letters from professional actors who worked there, from local supporters and those further afield 

whose lives were inextricably linked to the Redgrave, from Farnham Rep and their many professional supporters, 

from local residents involved with the wonderful and ground-breaking productions of Cavalcade, and from Perform-

ers Together CiC.   

     Spearheading the campaign will be a personal one from Jemma Redgrave herself. Look out for this campaign 

and once it‟s begun feel free to add your own letter to the flow.   

    The FTA letter already has 89 signatories from friends and associates of FTA including:  

James Bolam, Sue Jameson, Jeremy Hardy, James Willams CEO of London‟s Shaftesbury Theatre and oth-

er names you may know – Simon Whitfield, Nicholas Walsh, Malcolm Rennie, Tamara Ustinov and David Delve –

    Please let us know if you wish to add your own name. 

 

Dear Sir, 

The demolition of the Redgrave Theatre causes immense distress to 
those who regarded Farnham’s two theatres as beacons of culture 
for over fifty years.  However, the demolition will give some satisfac-
tion to those who rate commerce to be more important than the 
arts.   

     Paradoxically, Waverley has spent millions on pursuing a develop-
ment scheme which promises little return, while the condemned 
theatre was built economically and sustainably for the long-term.  
Because the theatre was designed for low cost maintenance, it was 
never praised for its external appearance, but rather for the work 
that went on inside that simple, functional auditorium. 

     Destroying part of Farnham’s heritage is a divisive act, particularly 
when uneconomic shops and restaurants are to replace the theatre 
which was once the cultural heart of the town.  This destruction has, 
at the same time, damaged part of what made Farnham special: a 
cohesive spirit of community creativity.                                                           

    After the Second World War, the people of Farnham supported 
and encouraged the fledgling Castle Theatre, to such an extent that 
the larger Redgrave Theatre was built with money raised largely by 
public subscription.  This became a theatre renowned and respected 
nationally for the quality of its productions.  At the same time, Farn-
ham people had rescued and developed the derelict Malting build-
ings and this is now a flourishing Arts Centre.  The town had created 
and supported both venues.  However, when times grew hard, our 
local authority took the controversial decision to support only one 
and it was Farnham Maltings that was to survive.  It was believed 
that theatre at the Maltings would replace The Redgrave, but this 
proved to be a naive and unrealistic expectation. 

     Our local authorities have a responsibility now to mend the cultural damage they 
have inflicted on the town.  We respectfully ask Waverley Borough Council and Surrey 
County Council for reparation for the loss of The Redgrave Theatre.  We ask for a com-
mitment to demand contributions from developers towards providing a well-equipped 
replacement theatre/concert hall to serve future expanding populations. This should 
be a priority for the well-being, not only of Farnham, but the whole community of Wa-
verley and beyond. 

 Yours faithfully,    

Anne Cooper   FTA Chairman 

As a result of this letter reaching the desks of local councillors we were asked to put a question to the Farnham 
Town Council on December 20th.  Our Chairman, Anne Cooper asked councillors if they would support developers‟ 
contributions going towards a replacement theatre/concert hall and was pleased to hear that the Leader had investi-
gated the subject.  However, it was revealed that Waverley Borough Council had not included leisure facilities for 
contributions from the new Community Infrastructure Levy although the opportunity was there.  We will pursue the 
matter in the Spring when the Councillors are up for re-election. 

Sue Jameson & James Bolam 

Jeremy Hardy 

Malcolm Rennie 

Tamara Ustinov 

James Williams 

Simon Whitfield 

David Delve 
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This is a working title for our book to be published early this year, 

once we have finalised the copy and collated the numerous photos 

from the archive.   

     It promises to be a very good read, of interest to many residents, 

to professional actors, directors and the many technicians who 

worked there. Plus it will have a strong appeal we believe for the 

many residents and amateur actors who became involved in helping 

on stage or maybe as volunteers. We will keep you posted on its pro-

gress and let you know how to obtain a copy. It‟ll prove an ideal birth-

day/ Christmas present for you, your family and your friends!  

    The book will be published by FTA in association with Farnham & 

District Museum Society and we are very                 

grateful for their support.   

Once again, our colleagues in Performers Together are preparing for another Farnham Flash Festival to run through-

out June. Want to find out more? See www.farnhamflashfestival.org.uk 

    Each year the Festival grows bigger and better. And this year we confidently expect 100 performances over the 

entire 30 days of June. The aim is demonstrate the wealth of performing arts talent, both amateur and professional, 

that exists in this area, to give performers a space and an opportunity to show their skills and for the general public to 

enjoy and delight in the very many events they come across. We intend to build audiences and increase visibility of 

so many performers.  Overall the key is to have FUN! 

    Performances might be in the morning, afternoon or evening, they could be in the Lion and Lamb yard or by the 

Ashgate Gallery or maybe in Weydon School‟s ‟s Medici Theatre or within a church. The idea is that performances 

take place in as wide a range of venues as possible.  

    The Farnham Flash Festival already features choirs, theatre, soloists, musicians, Morris dancers, jugglers and 

more.  

    Performers and performance groups, and any organisation, institution, company, commercial or retail venue, res-

taurant, café or pub with room for a performer or two is cordially invited to be part of this enterprise.  

    For more details just go to www.farnhamflashfestival.org.uk   Interested in performing?  Then register online and 

they‟ll follow it up. 

The 3
rd

 Farnham Flash Festival – it’s this June. 

A Tale of Two Farnham Theatres  

Another „new‟ photo that has              

just come to light!                                             

Belinda Carroll and Gerald Flood 

http://www.farnhamflashfestival.org.uk
http://www.farnhamflashfestival.org.uk

