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What‘s going to happen to Brightwells? 
After 16 years, Waverley Borough Council and Crest              
Nicholson Sainsbury have finally signed up to start works 
on the heavily criticised development plan for Brightwells/
East Street. Despite a lack of commercial funding and a 
catastrophic outlook for shops everywhere, Surrey County 
Council has decided to fund the highly risky retail element 
the scheme, giving the green light for the go ahead.  Here 
is a recent letter to FTA from Waverley Officer, Kelvin Mills: 
 
”The Brightwells Scheme has now gone unconditional 
meaning that our contract with Crest Nicholson is legally 
binding.  Whilst I appreciate that your ambition has been to 
restore the Redgrave Theatre, and that the approved 
scheme does not include a stand alone theatre, I hope you 
will understand that it would not be appropriate for the 
Council to evaluate an alternative scheme. 
 
I understand that you will be personally disappointed by 
this, but as a Council we believe the approved scheme, 
which includes a Reel Cinema, will bring a much needed 
early evening economy to Farnham. 
 
I would agree that “culture and community can bring bene-
fits to town centres” and through Waverley’s Cultural Strat-
egy we aim to celebrate and recognise art and culture 
across the Borough.  We would value the input and 
thoughts of the Farnham Theatre Association in helping us 
deliver the objectives of our Cultural Strategy.” 
 
Tree felling has already taken place across the site and 
after other preliminary works, the erection of bat poles, re-
routing of footpaths and archaeological digs, hoardings will 
be erected around the whole site in late May.  The con-
struction of the main scheme will begin in 2019 with com-
pletion expected in Spring 2021. 
  
FTA observes that three trees next to the Redgrave en-
trance on the north side have not been touched.  This sig-
nals that demolition of the theatre is being left until 

Brightwell House is restored as restaurants – and no one 
would want to run a restaurant in the middle of a building 
site! 
 
On Facebook, here’s Yolande Hesse commenting on 
the Facebook trail: Say Yes to the Appropriate                    
Development of East Street. 
  
Well everybody, I have had some time these last few days, 

before I retire, to have a play and dream a little of what 

might have been. An artist's imagination.  

 

Many of us agree with what the media are reporting as a 

'difficult time on the high street'.  If we keep a refurbished 

Theatre, and together with Brightwell house, make this the 

centre piece to a large housing Park, then we shall have the 

houses we know everyone wants. It is but a dream. 

In response to the alarming news FTA‘s Abigail McKern gave the following statement to    
Farnham Town Council at their Annual Electors meeting on 22nd March:  
   ―The loss of the Redgrave Theatre is felt hugely by everyone who valued what it represented 
to Farnham and generally to the theatre profession across the nation. 
    In September 1972, Sir Michael Redgrave placed a ‗Time Capsule‘ in the foundations of the 
new building at Brightwells.  This was in the belief that the theatre would remain and would be 
an inspiration for future generations. No one who witnessed this act of faith by Sir Michael 
would have believed that those who had helped create the theatre and sustained it, would 
want to demolish it some years later. A few years ago, Waverley gave an undertaking that the 
‗Time Capsule‘ would be returned to Farnham Theatre Association to be part of Farnham‘s 
theatre archives.       (cont‘d) 
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     FTA owns the archives of The Castle and of the              
Redgrave theatres, both of which were renowned for the 
excellence of their repertory productions for almost half a 
century.  Some archive material has already been lent to 
the Surrey History Centre in Woking, to complete the rec-
ords there, but much attractive material remains which 
cannot be stored at Farnham Museum for lack of space. 
Although Michael Blower has kindly arranged temporary 
storage for us, FTA still needs a permanent home for the 
photographs, programmes and posters and to digitise the 
records.  

    As part of our campaign, 
we are to produce a booklet, 
outlining the histories of   
Farnham‘s two famous               
theatres. We are delighted 
that actor and TV personality, 
Stephen Mangan has agreed 
to write a foreword for the 
booklet.  His first professional 
role was at the Redgrave. By 
the way, Stephen can be 
seen at present on the West 
End stage starring alongside 
another Redgrave performer, 
Zoe Wanamaker who's father, 
Sam Wanamaker created  
Shakespeare's Globe in  

London after a 20 year battle against local government.    
     The Globe‘s business plan was set up by FTA‘s theatre 
consultant, Michael Holden and it is now one of the most 
successful theatres in the UK. 
     Would Farnham Town Council be able to help us too, 
by urging Waverley to make sure the ‗Time Capsule‘ will 
be safely rescued and given back to Farnham to join the 
rest of the archives here?‖ 
 
     Farnham Town 
Council Mayor, 
Cllr. Mike Hodge 
assured the meet-
ing that the Time 
Capsule would be 
returned to the 
archives held by 
FTA and Waver-
ley officers would 
soon be contact-
ing FTA to ascer-
tain the exact site 
of the burial of the 
capsule.  
 
 
 
 
  

Anne Cooper and FTA were delighted to receive this 

email from Alan Gavaghan, Chairman of The Farnham 

Society, that says:   

 

“Dear Anne, 

 

This is an opportune moment for me to thank you, David 

(Wylde) and all your supporters, for the sustained and 

knowledgeable resistance against the loss of the theatre. 

Whilst we all share your disappointment there is some 

satisfaction to be gained from the thought that you could 

not have done more to prevent this undoubted loss to the 

cultural world in Farnham. 

  

The fight will continue to minimise the impact of this de-

velopment and we would always welcome your com-

ments and guidance in the future. You have fought hard 

for Farnham and your efforts are widely appreciated. 

  

Every Best Wish, 

  

Alan 

Archives Update 
 
Because of the costs of commercial 
storage we were delighted by the re-
cent generous offer from Michael 
Blower to store these materials in a 
location by his home.   
    This we have done, although both 
FTA and Michael do appreciate that 
it‘s not a permanent solution, for a 
number of reasons. Nevertheless, we 
are very grateful to Michael and his 
family for offering us this storage loca-
tion. 
     We remain hopeful of being able to 
identify another location that is secure 
and dry as well as giving us easy ac-
cess. That would be the ideal.   
     We are considering purchasing a 
cabin, similar to a Home Office that 

can be installed where it would not 
interfere with the owner‘s own activi-
ties.  
    These are about the size of a regu-
lar steel container, or smaller, but 
have the added necessary benefits of 
insulation, better weather resistance 
and connection to a power source.   
    We are investigating potential costs 
and already have one offer of a site 
which is very heartening indeed, but 
there may be other alternatives —
please let Anne Cooper know on: 
anne.cooper@farnhamtheatre.org.uk 
  The next stage forward in obtaining 
an adequate secure cabin is to launch 
a campaign to help us preserve these 
archives, as the costs of purchase are 
significant and beyond our own finan-
cial resources. You will hear more 
about this soon.    

  
 
 

Stephen Mangan 

Zoe Wanamaker 

A typical vandal-proof and insulated cabin  

On 9 September 1972, Michael Redgrave lays the time 
capsule in the foundations of the Redgrave Theatre  
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Repertory returns!  

Acting legends such as Prunella Scales, 
Timothy West and Alan Ayckbourn have 
thrown their backing behind a new repertory 
company which it is hoped will herald the 
resurgence of Leatherhead ‘s once thriving 
theatre. This year, the Leatherhead 
(previously The Thorndike) has a season of 

repertory theatre – even if it‘s not for the full year, it‘s an encouraging sign that the system is alive and working well; 
our congratulations to the company and to the Leatherhead.Theatre. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Once again, Membership renewals have come around. 
Doesn‘t time fly? 

Just a reminder that fees are due at the end of March so 
if you haven‘t yet responded please do so soon and ac-
cept our very grateful thanks in advance.  

Our regular supporters are staunch and much valued; 
here are some of the comments we receive when they 
contact us with their membership payment: 

―Mindless destruction of our heritage!‖ – N.D. 

―The theatre was the heart of the community‖ – B.L  

―The much missed Redgrave Theatre – we need some-
thing to revive the beating heart of Farnham!‖ V.P. 

―A theatre has a useful place in society. We need to re-
member the classic methods of inspiring minors and cre-
ating innovation. Big business must be giving back to 
Farnham.  We have to think about the legacy we are 
leaving behind ... and another supermarket or retirement 
block won‘t help! – S.S. 

―My children 40 years ago enjoyed the Redgrave Thea-
tre.  It closed when my youngest was only 2!!  Sheer 
waste, sadness, they have been deprived of the enjoy-
ment and enrichment of having a theatre on their door-
steps.‖ – P.M. 

We rely on your support so please 

Renew your membership or become a member of the 
Farnham Theatre Association. 
The more people who become involved, the stronger we 
become, the louder is the message increasing our influ-
ence. You can easily register online or by sending your 
details as below together with your membership cheque. 

 

Our membership fees have been held steady for many 
years and we all know how costs rise and inflation eats 
into available funds.  However, we have decided NOT to 
increase our membership fees but to ask for your assis-

tance - if you are at all able – with a DONATION to help 
us generate the funds we do urgently require, to cover 
both the proposed Archive Storage Cabin as well as the 
Theatres Booklet. 

 

Membership charges remain at:  
Single person £10 
Family £20  
Group £20  

 
Please send cheques payable to Farnham Theatre         
Association to: The Treasurer c/o 4 Nutshell Lane, Upper 
Hale, Farnham, Surrey GU9 0HG 

 

Full Name………………………………………………… 

Address…………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………….. 

 

Post Code ……………… Telephone……………………….. 

 

Mobile …………………………………………. 

 

Email…………………………………………………………… 

 

Donation  £…………………… 

 

Help offered (marketing, practical support, professional 
advice etc) 

 

……………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………. 

Data Registration 
 
You will have read of upcoming new rules on data registration which may well affect the way many companies have 
to administer their data records. However we understand that these rules will not apply to smaller companies such 
as FTA or indeed to our colleagues in Performers Together because they are identified as small companies and not 
subject to these rulings. 
    However, FTA believes it only correct to look after any data it holds on its members and friends and to keep it 
confidential at all times.  
 
    Should anyone in receipt of our emails such as the newsletters no longer wish to receive them, they can simply  
unsubscribe by just emailing us to let us know.  We will cease any emails and also delete any data we hold on that 
individual. 

https://www.getsurrey.co.uk/all-about/leatherhead
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This year’s Farnham Flash Festival grows and grows! 
 

The Performers Together team are very busy developing this year‘s Farnham 
Flash Festival which promises a whole raft of performances with at least one  
every day in June. It‘s a challenge to see if we can beat last year‘s 75 perfor-
mances spread across the 30 days but encouragingly, many new and previous 
performers are coming forward, registering their performances. 
 
A third Get Together was held on 22

nd
 March and it‘s been a delight to see new 

faces and new companies stepping forward.  
 
We expect Farnham Town Council will support the Festival again with their spon-
sorship. The company is also applying to a number of other potential funding 
sources. If you are able to help at all with funding particularly with the costs of 

publicity – the brochure, website, banners and other materials they would be delighted to hear from you. Contact:     
richard.sandars@performerstogether.org.uk 

Farnham Flash Festival — what’s the objective? 
 
One aim behind this Flash Festival is to celebrate the 
great wealth of performing arts talent that exists in and 
around Farnham. 
 
    Another aim is to draw these many talents together to 
create a greater impact than each can perhaps achieve 
on their own.  
 
   An important aim is to demonstrate that Farnham, right 
now, cannot offer a community theatre for this wealth of 
performers and their audiences.  
 
   Despite The Maltings very busy venue and new school 
auditoriums at Weydon and All Hallows, none of these 
venues can perform the function of a true community          
theatre.  

 
   
  To make the most of the wide variety of performing arts 
talents, Farnham needs a theatre that offers the acous-
tics, the ambience, the auditorium and stage design that 
can be flexibly adaptable to meet the differing needs of 
performers.  
 
     It should also be an inviting and comfortable venue of 
course to help sustain and drive audience numbers for-
ward. 
 
     Finally, the last objective – or is it the very first– is for 
all of us to have FUN! 
 
 
                                      

 

 

WOODPECKER REPORT MARCH 2018 

Well, the birds have really flown !  At least, those taking refuge in the trees around Brightwells 

have had a fright - and what is more, right at the start of the nesting season!  We thought there 

was a law to stop trees being cut down between February and August, but I dare say the au-

thorities have a way of wriggling out of that.  After hearing the noise of the saws up on the Farn-

ham Bypass, I took off with several others of the winged fraternity and took cover in the nearest 

woodland. 

Making an occasional sortie down to see what damage had been done, I discovered that, not 

only trees up on the Bypass had gone, but most of the rest around the Sports Centre and what 

once was Brightwells Gardens.  This is a bold move from the developers anxious to appear to 

carry on as they have begun.  But, something reminds me that we may have witnessed this kind of thing before!  If 

some of those ‘in the know’ at Surrey County Council are to be believed, Brightwells is a ‘developing’ situa-

tion, with things changing from day to day, and what is on the table one day, taken off the next!  

Must hurry and watch out for further developments!  Tap...tap...tap...tap.... 

 

mailto:richard.sandars@performerstogether.org.uk

