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NEWSLETTER 
No. 52      November 2017

Listed Building Consent 
Application WA/2017/2028  

This application is on Waverley Borough Council’s 
website for the demolition of the Redgrave Theatre 
buildings, Brightwells Garden walls and cottage and 
works to create two new restaurants at Brightwell 
House.  

The application is part of the East Street/Brightwells 
Scheme which would be detrimental to the character of 
Farnham. The following policies from the National 
Planning Policy Statement 5 ‘Planning for the historic 
environment’ can be quoted in your response, but 
please add your own comments. 

HE3 (ii) Theatres have the “potential to be a catalyst for 
regeneration in an area, particular for leisure, tourism 
and economic development”. Waverley has consistently 
ignored this advice! 

HE7.3 Waverley should consider if the theatre “may 
have a special significance to a particular 
community…… and should take reasonable steps to 
seek the views of that community”. Waverley has never 
asked Farnham’s theatre supporters for their views! 

 HE9.3 Waverley should make “reasonable endeavours 
to find charitable uses or authorities willing to take on 
the heritage asset”. They have never done this! 

HE6.2 The Design and Access Statement does not 
contain an assessment of the impact of the loss of the 
theatre on the community who paid for its construction.  
This information is required by this NPPF policy! 

PLEASE sign your letter and post it to: Head of 
Planning, Waverley Borough Council, The Burys, 
Godalming GU7 1HR or COMMENT ONLINE at:  
http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/live/wbc/pwl.nsf/
(RefNoLU)/WA20172028?OpenDocument .    

WE HAVE SO LITTLE TIME – The last date for 
receipt of Objections is Friday 8 December. 

DON’T DELAY, please WRITE TODAY ! 

TAKE ACTION NOW to Save Farnham’s Heritage! 

Brightwells House, the Bowling green and Clubhouse as it all was.

The Redgrave Theatre as it was in its deservedly popular past contrasted with the boarded up, closed and shuttered Theatre                               

http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/live/wbc/pwl.nsf/%28RefNoLU%29/WA20172028?OpenDocument
http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/live/wbc/pwl.nsf/%28RefNoLU%29/WA20172028?OpenDocument
http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/live/wbc/pwl.nsf/%28RefNoLU%29/WA20172028?OpenDocument
http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/live/wbc/pwl.nsf/%28RefNoLU%29/WA20172028?OpenDocument
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For FTA supporters who live further afield or who don’t get the Farnham Herald, here is                   
Chairman, Anne Cooper’s powerful, recent letter. 

FTA CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2017 

The Chairman welcomed everyone 
especially Stephen Spence, the 
speaker, who is Assistant General 
Secretary of EQUITY and a newly 
elected Surrey County Councillor, 
representing Farnham Residents in 
north Farnham. 

During a very eventful year, FTA 
o b j e c t e d t o C r e s t N i c h o l s o n 
Sainsbury’s plans to enlarge the 
restaurant at Brightwell House, 
commented on Waverley’s Cultural 
Strategy and Waverley’s Local Plan. 
FTA made suggestions for Farnham’s 
Neighbourhood Plan and contributed 
funds to see if there was a legal case 
to challenge Waverley’s decisions on 
Brightwells. The Judge in this case 
controversially decided that Council 
Tax Payers did not have legal 
standing to bring such a case to 
court.  

This was FTA’s 10th AGM held against Waverley and 

AGM 2017

Dear Sir, 

Are we being conned by Crest Nicholson Sainsbury?  It certainly looks like it.  Although the Leader of Waverley 
Borough Council declared in early July that the Brightwells development was imminent, we see absolutely no 
evidence. On the contrary, we see that the developers are asking for the sixth time for the public to consider yet 
another Listed Buildings Consent application for the demolition of the Redgrave Theatre.   On this occasion, there 
must be considerable frustration at Waverley that funding for the development will fail to materialise before the 
2014 Listed Building application expires on 27 January 2018. 

Waverley and the developers should realise that there is far too much retail in the wrong place in the Brightwells 
scheme to attract funders.  The Farnham Theatre Association (FTA) would also like to point to another reason why 
the scheme lacks interest.  All the cultural and community facilities have been expelled from the site, leaving only a 
third tier cinema and the commercial elements to function in a declining retail climate. 

What an opportunity missed!  At the outset, even the developers and their architects were mystified why Waverley 
had not included the theatre in their brief.  The theatre sits at the very centre of the development site, scheduled for 
demolition and surrounded by an angry residents who had paid for its construction and thoroughly resent their local 
authority’s perceived ‘bloody-mindedness’.  In a smaller development, the theatre with a combined cinema 
operation could be could be the focus of a re-vitalised East Street, as it had once been envisioned in the Waverley 
Local Plan of 2002.  An alternative community plan is currently available, backed by the Farnham Society and FTA. 

As things stand, 15 years later, we face the whole area blighted, waiting for common sense to dawn and Council 
tax-payers  having to meet ever rising costs.  Boarded-up theatre and pub, sports facilities banished, the Gostrey 
Day Centre rebuilt at Waverley’s expense and now all Surrey  Council tax-payers are expected to ‘pick up the tab’ 
for the riskiest part of the scheme – the retail elements. 
  
FTA urges everyone concerned about this miserable saga to object to the Listed Building Consent application WA/
2017/2028 because it represents everything that is wrong with the whole project. 

Please write to object to WA/2017/2028 in your own words to Head of Planning, Waverley Borough Council, the 
Burys, Godalming, GU7 1HR or register your objection online at http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/live/wbc/
pwl.nsf/(RefNoLU)/WA20172028?OpenDocument   
  
    
  
 Yours faithfully, 
 Anne Cooper (FTA Chairman) 

Stephen Spence gave an 
illuminating, insightful and 
humorous speech to us all 
after the main business of 
the AGM.

This was FTA’s 10th AGM held against 
Waverley and Crest  Nicholson Sainsbury’s 
East Street/Brightwells development scheme 
which would remove the Redgrave Theatre 
and impose an unwan ted mass i ve 
development on the town. 

FTA claims that apart from there being too 
much retail in the scheme, another reason 
the scheme has not achieved funding is the 
lack of community or cultural assets.  These 
include the Theatre and there is nothing left 
to draw the public through the retail area. The 
heritage of Brightwells as a site for leisure 
and entertainment, given to the public by 
Farnham Urban District in the 1920s would 
be eradicated and the entire site would be 
commercial, privately owned and managed. 

The Chairman listed the occasions that 
Waverley Borough Council refused advice on 
community and cultural assets being crucial 
ingredients in regeneration projects in town 
centres:  

http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/liv
http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/liv
http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/liv
http://planning.waverley.gov.uk/liv
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The Castle Theatre

FTA is delighted to announce 
that Michael Blower has 
offered a new home for the 
archives at Runfold House 
for an interim period.  We 
also anticipate starting a 
fund to record our theatre 
collections online through a 
renewed website. 

At the AGM, Peter Hunter and Chris Reeks with 
their photo display selected from the archives

A delighted Frances Kirby 
with Chris Silver by the 
raffle following the AGM.

1. The 2002 Waverley Local Plan identified 
Brightwells as the entertainment quarter of 
Farnham. 

2. 2004 Government planning document 
“Culture at the Heart of Regeneration.”   

3. In 2007 Crest Nicholson Sainsbury and the 
Woolmead owners sympathised with objectors 
because Waverley had not included the theatre 
in the brief.    

4. Between 2006 and 2008, nearly 20,000 
thousands of objections to four CNS 
planning applications - half of which were 
objections to the demolition of the Redgrave.  

5. In 2012 the National Planning Policy 
Framework (the NPPF), which forms the basis 
for all planning policies, advises a range of 
retail, leisure, tourism, cultural, community 
for town centres, because theatre makes a 
major contribution to the vitality of town 
centres. 

THE REDGRAVE THEATRE AND BRIGHTWELL HOUSE 

The Redgrave Theatre stands boarded-up and unused at 
the centre of the development site and is a known target 
for vandalism.  If sensitively restored, combined with a 
quality cinema would attract people in through the retail 
area of the site, bringing life, vitality and commercial 
success to the East Street area.  

        By December last year, Waverley had commissioned 
a new survey which has shown that despite remedial 
action in 2009, the House and Theatre remain full of 
severe health and safety risks, such as rat infestation and 
floor boards open over cellars with no lighting or 
emergency alarms –  despite a legal duty of care to all 
third parties.   

   Historic England recommends the use of vacant 
buildings or land for a socially beneficial purpose 
temporarily for a ‘Meanwhile Project’ for their protection as 
there is a real cost of doing nothing. Unoccupied buildings 
are particularly vulnerable to a range of risks including 
arson, burglary and vandalism.  

     FTA believes that Waverley’s excuses for not registering 
the Redgrave Theatre as an Asset of Community Value 
should be challenged and suggests that Waverley should 
make the property safe and consider handing the property 
over for a community scheme to occupy the buildings for 
public leisure and entertainment as a ‘Meanwhile Project’. 

THE ARCHIVES

Dennis Chinnery's 2006 imaginative drawing of a restored 
Redgrave Theatre and Brightwell House  

As owners of the collections of the Castle and Redgrave 
Theatres archives, after loaning material to the Surrey 
History Centre at Woking, there is still material left in 
Farnham for exhibition and display.  We want to make this 
more easily available for the public.  

    Chris Reeks and Peter Hunter, who previously worked 
at the theatres are managing this project and are 
contributing information for a booklet to commemorate the 
20th year since the Redgrave closed.  

Michael Blower
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Membership 

Our very great thanks to the many who have responded to our call for renewal of FTA membership and also our very 
great thanks for the generous donations we have received. 

Just a reminder that fees became due at the end of March (!) so if you haven’t yet responded please do so soon and 
accept our very grateful thanks in advance.  

We rely on your support so please 
Become a member of the Farnham Theatre Association. 
The more people who become involved, the louder is the message and the more influential we can be.  
You can easily register online or by sending your details as below together with your membership cheque. 

Membership charges are: 
Single person £10  
Family £20  
Group £20 

 
Please send cheques payable to Farnham Theatre Association to: The Treasurer c/o 4 Nutshell Lane, Upper Hale, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 0HG 

Full Name……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Post Code ……………… Telephone…………………………………………………… 
Mobile …………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email……………………………………………………………….. 

Donation  £……………………. 

Thank you 

FTA’s AIMS  

FTA is determined to restore the reputation of 
Farnham’s two theatres and to achieve a well - 
equipped theatre and concert hall of which Farnham 

could be truly proud.  FTA’s thanks go to all our 
supporters and the efforts of the individuals, the 
Farnham Society and the Farnham Trust who have 
bravely fought in the courts and continue to fight in 
the community to give the town a better future. 

May we wish a very                                               
Happy Christmas                                                             

and a                                                                 
Wonderful New Year                            

to all our friends and supporters.

Editor: Mike Silver  01252 725263   mike.s@farnhamtheatre.org.uk 

 FTA Chairman: Anne Cooper; anne.cooper@farnhamtheatre.org.uk 4 Nutshell Lane, Hale, Farnham, GU9 0HG 

Temporary Treasurer: Joe Michel;  joe@farnhamtheatre.org.uk  c /o 4 Nutshell Lane as above. 
The Farnham Theatre Association Limited is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England No. 6250927 
www.farnhamtheatre.org.uk

Facebook:  Farnham Theatre Association Twitter: @farnhamtheatre
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