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Your 50th edition of the FTA  

What a great cause for celebration it would be if we could say the Redgrave is saved and the East 

Street/Brightwells development from Crest Nicholson Sainsbury is no more.  

The champagne would indeed be flowing!   

We could be celebrating Farnham getting a development in that Waverley-blighted area that reflects the changing needs 

of today‟s society, that offers theatre and a three-screen cinema, that provides low cost housing to suit people‟s needs 

plus some new retail outlets.  And ample parking to encourage visitors. 

FTA‟s campaign has always strived to bring about a much better development to suit today‟s needs and wishes, not the 

outdated and unviable design that CNS continue to push, that requires Surrey County Council to stump up over 

£30million to support it, given that city fund managers have resolutely shunned it, recognising it would be an unprofitable 

white elephant for them – and for Farnham.  

We’ll continue to fight on.  

Actor and FTA Director Abigail McKern has received the                                                                           

following messages in response to the disappointing news 

that local residents have been refused a legal challenge on Waver-

ley Borough Council‟s  decisions to allow Crest Nicholson Sainsbury 

favourable terms to develop Brightwells and to remove all communi-

ty assets from the site. 

Esteemed playwright, Howard Brenton wrote: 
"This lovely theatre, years ago did Pravda which I wrote with 
David Hare and also my Epsom Downs. I'm shocked …”. 

 

 

Supportive messages were sent from Miriam Margolyes and Paul                                                        

Miller the Artistic Director of The Orange Tree in Richmond  who 

has fought both the Council and the Arts Council to save that theatre 

from going under.  

 

 

 

The Artistic Director of the Sheffield Crucible Theatre, Rob Has-
tie, calling it “Ugly and depressing news”. 
                
 
 

“DESPICABLE!" This time from Canon John Oates, who was the 

vicar for all the journalists at St Brides' Church in Fleet Street 

and friend of Prince Charles. 
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Canon John Oates 

 newsletter. 



ROLLCALL of famous names from the world of 

theatre, film and television who support the FTA cause for 
the Redgrave Theatre to be restored or replaced.     
 
Many of these actors began their careers on stage in     
Farnham.  
 
JAMES BOLAM 
SIMON CALLOW 
STEPHANIE COLE MBE 
RICHARD CORDERY 
DAME JUDI DENCH (Redgrave 
founder member) 
NEIL DUDGEON 
SIR NICHOLAS HYTNER 
GERALDINE JAMES OBE  
SUSAN JAMESON 
ALEX JENNINGS 
JEREMY HARDY 
SIR LENNY HENRY    
CIARAN HINDS 
 

 
 
 
ROY HUDD 
JEMMA JONES 
FELICITYKENDALL 
RULA LENSKA 
MAUREEN LIPMAN 
GRAHAM NORTON   
FRANCES O’CONNOR 
JEMMA REDGRAVE  
SIMON RUSSELL-BEALE 
SIR ANTHONY SHER 
MICHAEL SIMKINS 
SIR TOM STOPPARD 
DAVID SUCHET 
CHRISTOPHER TIMOTHY 
ZOE WANAMAKER 
SAM WEST 

Sir Lenny Henry 

Graham Norton 

Jemma Redgrave 

              Curzon Cinema 
And speaking of Brightwells and the East Street development, Curzon      

Cinema have been very keen over several years to come to Farnham. This 

is what we want!  Curzon is an iconic cinema brand with a history stretch-

ing back to 1934. They see themselves as providing the British public with 

unforgettable cinema experiences and championing independent art house 

and foreign language film making. 

Curzon are the recent recipients of a BAFTA award for Outstanding        

Contribution to British Cinema and would be the ideal partner in a joint  

theatre/cinema complex.  They are very interested in taking over the         

Redgrave theatre and adding in a cinema, perhaps a two or three screen.  Maybe they share the auditorium?  In       

discussions with FTA theatre consultant, Michael Holden, Curzon expressed a preference for a „face on the street‟ 

and this could be achieved in East Street with the entrance leading to a shared foyer with a revamped and refur-

bished Redgrave, now probably re-named.   

It could be so good for Farnham. 

It is therefore a great disappointment to learn that          
Waverley Borough Council, together with Surrey 
County Council and developers Crest Nicholson 
Sainsbury have pushed that option even further away 
by a legal action to prevent Farnham Council Tax       
payers from going to Judicial Review of Waverley’s 
decisions on the  Brightwells development. 

 
 
 

The Farnham Society has issued the 
following statement:  

 “The five claimants would like to 

express their thanks to all those 

who have supported them so generously.  The 

Farnham Society is now considering what future 

action should be taken.”  

 

 

FTA Chairman, Anne Cooper says 

 “What is new? Here we are again, faced 
with implacable resistance from the local 
authority despite overwhelming public      

opposition to the  plans.   

The theatre is still standing and difficulties 
with the development at Brightwells remain 
unresolved with a lack of commercial           

funding."   



UCA  FILM SCHOOL 

We are delighted to see the new plans for a film school to be built at the University of 

Creative Arts, Farnham.  This will enable new courses in film and performance to be set 

up at the campus in „state of the art‟ facilities, bringing yet more students into  Farnham 

and raising the profile of the town further towards being a truly creative centre for the 

arts. 

 Sam West launches ‘National campaign for the Arts’ to                              

back the arts post-Brexit. 

The National Campaign for the Arts chair, Samuel West said “it is vital for the future of audi-
ences and the arts in the UK that Brexit negotiations take into account how important being a 
member of the EU has become to the health of the world-leading sector.”  

Samuel West added “The future for the UK arts and for the UK‟s artistic reputation around the 
world could be very bright – but only if we know that the current position on everything from 
arts funding to copyright does not suffer from leaving the EU.” He urged supporters of the arts 
to use this vital moment and alert their MPs to issues facing the arts. Sam West 

Culture minister and 35 MPs join arts education ‘call to arms’ 

 

 

A new report on the benefits of Arts Education 

has been backed by actor Fiona Shaw, dancer 

Darcy Bussell and culture minister Matt Hancock 

among others backing a „call to arms‟. 

Fiona Shaw 

Matt Hancock 

Darcy Bussell 

Created by the Cultural Learning Alliance, the report – called ImagineNation -  has been published along with a 

corresponding list of 10 research findings. It sets out the dangers facing arts education in the UK and makes the 

case for its significance.   

.With grateful acknowledgment to The Stage and Georgia Snow. 

 
French’s theatre bookshop to close in April 
How sad it is to hear that this famous bookshop in the heart of London is to close this 

April, after so many years of valuable activity.  It is such a significant presence in the 

theatre and education scene. However the good news is that its business is to run 

online, see   www.samuelfrench.co.uk/shop 

Another more local source for many groups is the Surrey Per-

forming Arts Library, at Dorking. 

Please visit the library, telephone (01306 875453) or 
email performing.arts@surreycc.gov.uk to discuss the material you need 
for your performances. You can also request a set online. 

                                                                   A great service! 

http://www.samuelfrench.co.uk/shop
mailto:performing.arts@surreycc.gov.uk
https://online.surreycc.gov.uk/esuite/esuite.nsf/openonlineform?openagent&fcunid=60606C57B46169248025728B005B0A7C&aztitle=Performing+Arts+Library+Sets+Request+Form
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THE CASTLE AND REDGRAVE THEATRES ARCHIVES 
 

This month FTA members removed the remaining theatre collection 
from the Museum of Farnham store into temporary storage.  This will 
mean much easier access to the collections.  Our plan is to reduce the 
number of items and only keep a small number for research purposes 
or display and to find more permanent accommodation.   

We are greatly indebted to Chris Reeks (former Castle and Redgrave 
actor) and Peter Hunter (ex lighting and sound technician at the Red-
grave) for offering to catalogue the items for us.  We would remind read-
ers that we completed the record of the Redgrave Theatre at the Surrey 
History Centre, Woking by transferring a large quantity of material there 
two years ago. 

 Hunting and packing for transfer 

The Farnham Flash Festival – it’s this June. 
Performers Together is developing a Flash Festival in Farnham.  The aim is to            

demonstrate the wealth of performing arts talent, both amateur and professional, that 
exists in this area, to give performers a space and an opportunity to show their skills 
and for the general public to enjoy and delight in the very many events they come 
across. It‟s all going to happen every day throughout June with the plan to have at least 
one performance each day. Overall the key is to have FUN!  Performances will take 
place in as wide a range of venues as possible and already scheduled are choirs,     
theatre, soloists, musicians, musical theatre, Morris dancers, jugglers and more.  

Performers and performance groups, and any organisation, institution, company,      
commercial or retail venue, restaurant, café or pub with room for a performer or two is cordially invited to be part of 
this enterprise.  

(FTA is a founder member of Performers Together). 

 

Membership  
Our very great thanks to the many who have responded to our call for renewal of FTA membership 

and also our very great thanks for the generous donations we have received.  

Just a reminder that fees were due at the end of March so if you haven‟t yet responded please do so soon and accept our very 

grateful thanks in advance.  

We rely on your support so please  Become a member of the Farnham Theatre Association. 
You can easily register online or by sending your details as below together with your membership cheque. 

 
Membership charges are: Single person £10; Family £20; Group £20  
 
Full Name………………………………………………… 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 
Post Code ……………… Telephone……………………………………..Mobile …………………………………………. 
 
Email……………………………………………………………….. 
 
Donation  £…………………… 
 
Please send cheques payable to Farnham Theatre Association to: The Treasurer c/o 4 Nutshell Lane, Upper Hale, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 0HG 


