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Welcome to FTA’s newest supporters! 

And another well-wisher! 

        Simon Russell-Beale saw Abigail performing in    
A Room With a View in Bath and afterwards asked 
about FTA and our sister company, Performers          
Together.  How kind is that! He‟s already a supporter  
of FTA‟s aims and a patron of PT but with so many 
commitments it‟s amazing and also pleasing that he 
remembered. Thank you, too!  

 

 Felicity Kendal  and Jeff 

Rawle are both delighted 

to support FTA‟s aims 

and  ambitions. Recently, 

our own Abigail McKern 

was touring with them in 

A Room With A View. 

Thank you to you both! 

 

From A Room With a View at the Theatre Royal, Bath 

From the Development Management Bulletin for London - 

 

“London mayor Sadiq Khan has promised to beef up the London Plan so 

that developers would have to make sure any new residential schemes 

do not threaten the future of existing leisure venues.” 

 

Perhaps Farnham should have a mayor to follow this advice. 

The report below has come from the BBC Local News  
website for Surrey.                                               
If only we could find an answer like this for the Redgrave!  
 
"A theatre that was facing an uncertain future is to continue 
as a performing arts venue with community use. 
 
The Electric Theatre, in Guildford, Surrey, will now be run 
by the Academy of Contemporary Music (ACM) following a 
successful bid to the borough council. 
 
Guildford Borough Council was forced to lease the venue 
in order to make savings of £6.9m over four years.  
 
It said ACM would take over the theatre later in the year, once the 20-year lease had been signed. 
 
The 210-seat theatre opened in 1997 in a former electricity works in Onslow Street”. 

The Electric Theatre, Guildford 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-surrey-36099403


Anti-social behaviour increases in East Street  
Here is a quote from The Farnham Herald, Thursday 8th 

December 2016  

“TAXPAYERS‟ money has been set aside by Waverley 
Borough Council as they look to deal with anti-social be-
haviour in East Street.  
    Almost £20,000 has been earmarked to secure the  
Redgrave Theatre and The Marlborough Head sites follow-
ing reports of dangerous and unruly behaviour at the two       
vacant buildings.  

 

For the Redgrave, £5,000 has been put by to secure the 
site following a marked increase in anti-social behaviour.        

     Waverley will install measures identified in an Environ-
mental Visual Audit conducted by Surrey Police, who have 
stepped up patrols in the area following an increase in 
noise, litter and criminal damage.  
     The measures will include establishing a secure fence 
line around the building to prevent entry into the building 
and access to the roof, as well as cutting back foliage 
around the site to increase visibility.  
     A further £14,000 will be used to secure The Marlbor-
ough Head site - which poured its last pint in November - 
following ownership passing to the borough council.  

    Anne Cooper, chairman of the Farnham Theatre           
Association (FTA), said Waverley was bringing more         
trouble upon itself.  

    “Having abandoned the Brightwells site for so many 
years, removed an active bowling club, emptied the tennis 
courts, boarded up a listed building, a theatre and now a 
thriving pub, they have created an invitation to vandals to 
create mayhem with even further costs to the tax payer” 
she added.         

     The FTA chair has long campaigned for The Redgrave 
to be reinstated as a performing arts venue as part of the 
Brightwells scheme and was fearful of more delays moving 
forward.  

      She continued: “The East Street area will suffer further 
blight and a better future for the Brightwells community 
assets postponed indefinitely.  

     “The loss to local trade must be enormous over so 
many years and the tax payer is now expected to bear 
most of the costs of this ill-devised scheme.”   

The Redgrave forlornly surrounded by security fencing 

The once-thriving Marlborough Head pub boarded up following its          

compulsory purchase by Waverley Borough Council after Surrey              

County Council offered to fund the purchase and became another          

partner with WBC and CNS  

 

We are sad to record that Marie King-Hele passed away in early December.  

Marie was a founder member of FTA and a Director when 

we  became a limited company.  This is very sad news and 

she will be sorely missed by many in Farnham for all her 

years of service as a councillor in the town, in Waverley 

Borough Council and at County Hall.  As a previous Leader 

of WBC, her advice and experience was of immense value 

to FTA over the years. 

Marie worked for many years to save the Redgrave as an             

important community asset and focal point for the town. 

She was a tremendous supporter of FTA as she felt that 

decisions made at Waverley over the Redgrave had be-

trayed the people of Farnham.  I am so sorry we have lost 

such a good friend. 

Anne Cooper  

Marie King-Hele at the FTA AGM in 2011 



 

From FTAs Facebook page written by                      

Penny Bunton 

“Essential in the stone-age, essential now, essential in the 

future. Theatre is a unique experience, communal,               

reciprocal, risky, magical. The closure of a theatre is a   

tragedy in one act.” 

Hamlet brushes up on the lingo 

Here are some intriguing extracts from The Meaning of 
Tingo and Other Extraordinary Words from Around the 
World by Jacot de Boinod. The theatrical industry does 
generate some bizarre, witty, irreverent and occasionally 
baffling phrases.   

Dicky-bird n. Actor who can also sing. 

Oyster Part n. actor who appears and 
speaks or acts only once (“like an oys-
ter but opens only once”). 

Nap-nix n. amateur performer playing 
minor parts for experience (c.1860) 

Flag-fallen adj. unemployed; used first 
of actors , as the playhouse eflag was 
lowered where there was no perfor-
mance (16th century) 

First man through the door n. The 
leading villain. 

Swallow the cackle v. Learn a part 

Ping v. speak one‟s lines softly , with no special emphasis. 

Pong v. speak in blank verse after forgetting one‟s lines. 

Wafters n. Swords made with blunt edges for performers  
(Geordie dialect) 

Wing v. To fasten one‟s script to one end of the wing flats 
or some other part of the scenery when one has failed to 
learn it properly and thus need an occasional reference 

during the performance. 

Scruto n. Spring trapdoor , flush with the floor of the 
stage , for a ghost to rise through, for sudden falls and        
other effects (1853) 

Pepper’s Ghost n. A trick used to create a „ghost‟ on stage 
by using an inclined sheet of plate glass onto which an ac-
tor can be projected as if ‟walking through air‟.  

Faye n. Bright light placed at eye-level, in front of the per-
former, which helps to hide wrinkles,; named in honour of 
Faye Dunaway, who allegedly insists on one . (UK 2005) 

Puddle n. heap of clothing an actor steps into and is quick-
ly zipped inside during one of those split-second costume 
changes that dazzle audi-
ences.  

Handcuffed adj. Actor‟s de-
scription of an audience that 
will not applaud. 

Fuff n. fake snow for winter-
time effects 

Whiskey Seats. n. Seats on 
the aisle - popular with critics who need to get 
out before the rush and phone in their re-
views, as well as those who escape to the bar when the 
action palls. 

Stay with the money v. director‟s comment to a camera-
man, telling him to keep filming the biggest box-office draw 
on set. 

All quotes reproduced from The Stage, with our thanks.   

Repertory revival? 

The Everyman Theatre in Liverpool 
has re-established a repertory compa-
ny.  Obviously Farnham isn‟t Liverpool 
but it is interesting that a major theatre 
has gone down this route after 25 
years.   

   The Everyman has named the 14 
actors who will form its first repertory 
company for 25 years. The venue is 
hoping to replicate the success of its 
famous 1970s company, which includ-
ed future stars like Julie Walters, Bill 
Nighy and Jonathan Pryce. It did away 
with its resident company in 1992,   

instead casting different actors for 
each play. 

   The new company will include Rich-
ard Bremmer, who played Voldemort in 
the first Harry Potter film.  He will be 
joined by Melanie La Barrie, who 
played Mrs Phelps in West End hit  
Matilda, and Patrick Brennan, who was 
headmaster Mr Dawes in Downton 
Abbey. 

    As well as the more experienced 
hands, the new company includes 23-
year-old Emily Hughes, who graduated 
from drama school this year and was 
recruited through an open audition, 

and Elliott Davis, who has risen 
through the venue's youth theatre. 

   The seven men and seven women 
will perform in five shows, ranging from 
Romeo and Juliet to children's theatre 
to a new Toxteth-set drama, between 
February and July 2017.   

    We understand that some time ago 
Abigail McKern had given us the news 
that Dame Judi Dench was campaign-
ing for the return of rep and that Sir Ian 
McKellen had also called for its re-
turn.   

Ah! The Villain! 

A Fuff scene 

 

Five brave local residents,                    
including two Farnham Town 

and Waverley Borough            
councillors,                                          

will appear in the High Court on the 
31st January.  

  

      They will defend their right to          
challenge their local authority,            
Waverley in court over decisions taken 
on the Crest Nicholson Sainsbury 
(CNS) development at Brightwells, 
East Street, Farnham.         

      If the residents win, a further              
hearing will take place later in the year 
to establish whether Waverley should 

have re-tendered the development 
brief rather than allowing CNS                     
advantageous terms by lowering the 
land value by £5 million.                                                                

     

Readers may wish to read the         
attached letter from the                   

Fight for Farnham Group. 
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Theatre Association 

It is that time of year again as FTA membership 
becomes due at the end of March - less than 
two months away  - so now is the time to            
respond please to our membership request.                          
We rely entirely on your support so please... 
 
Renew your membership or become a member 
of the Farnham Theatre Association. 
 
The more people who become involved, the louder 
is the message and the more influential we can be.  
You can easily register online or by sending your 
details as below together with your membership 
cheque. 
 

Membership charges are: 
Single person £10 
Family £20 
Group £20 

 

Please send cheques payable to Farnham Theatre         
Association to:  
The Treasurer c/o 4 Nutshell Lane, Upper Hale,                   
Farnham, Surrey GU9 0HG, together with these details: 
 

Full Name……………………………………………………

Address………………………………………………………

Post Code ………………… Telephone…………………... 

Mobile …………………………………………. 

Email…………………………………………………………… 

Donation  £…………………… 

Plus if you can, any help offered (marketing, practical sup-
port, professional advice). 
 

Here is a selection of some of the very               

encouraging responses we have received when       

members have sent in their cheques. 

Thanks for sending newsletter no.43. Always interesting.  

Thank you for all FTA is doing.   JG 

I do not live locally but would like to support the FTA as 
my uncle Frank Rutter was the architect of the Redgrave 
Theatre.   Best wishes for the future.   AB 

Can only offer moral support.  I played jazz music fre-
quently at the Redgrave on Sunday lunchtimes. 

It seems we are fighting a losing battle for our theatre but 
we are still fighting!  We believe passionately that Farn-
ham needs theatre and support you in all your endeav-
ours.  V & PJW 

Volunteer for Farnham Rep and I’ve worked with Farnham 
Shakespeare Co. since its start.  Keep up the good work.   
FK 

Please find enclosed cheque for £xxxx.  £10 is for my re-
newed membership of FTA, the other is just a donation.  
Good luck with all your endeavours.   JW 

From Brenda Longman of Farnham Rep we received this 

interesting follow up to the correspondence between Ian 

Bartholomew and Rowan Suart that we ran in earlier       

issues of the Newsletter.  

“Selfie pictured in my garden last year.  L to R John 
Conroy, Chris Reeks, Brenda Longman, Rowan Suart and 
Ian Bartholomew. 
 
John and Ian escaped for lunch from Chichester and Half 
a Sixpence 
 
Rowan and Ian had not met since 1979!  37 years!” 
 
If you want to revisit the somewhat saucy correspondence 
then just go to www.farnhamtheatre.co.uk, go to Newslet-
ters and select no. 42 of July 2015 then no.43 of              
September that year. 

 


