
 

 

Newsletter  
No. 46               April 2016 

 
Simon Callow applauds FTA’s aims 
 

At the recent performance of his excellent one-man show     
celebrating Orson Welles‟ life and achievements at Farnham 
Maltings, Simon Callow stood on stage and announced "Last 
time I was in Farnham I was at the Redgrave."   

     Simon Callow is another of the many who mourn the loss 
of the Redgrave and asserts strongly that “Farnham needs a  
theatre”. He supports FTA‟s aims and objectives, and we are 
delighted to announce that he will shortly be writing some 
memories of the Redgrave.  

 

News that Surrey County Council is looking to fund the Brightwells/ East Street develop-

ment has brought shocked responses from residents in Farnham.  Many questions arise 

about how this  decision to fund this problem project has been made without any consulta-

tion from Council Tax Payers.      

Please express your concerns to: David Mcdonald at the Department of Communities and 

Local Government:   david.mcdonald@communities.gsi.gov.uk       Tel: 030-344-0000 

 

From the main letter by Richard 

Sandars: 

“Where city hedge funds and other 

major investment institutions have 

long feared to tread, Surrey county 

council has now apparently rushed 

in…..” 

“Leaving to one side the amount that 

Surrey county councillors are able 

and prepared to invest from their 

reserves, council tax payers are entitled to question by 

what process of „due diligence‟ Surrey county councillors 

have satisfied themselves that this controversial scheme... 

represents a sound and sustainable long-term investment”. 

..” it seems apposite to ask whether advice on which Sur-

rey county councillors have based their decisions to invest 

in the current Brightwells scheme (to which the Farnham 

Town Council made a formal objection) is as objective as 

council tax payers particularly in Farnham but also in Sur-

rey as a whole, have every right to expect.” 

 

And from a magisterial letter by  

David Wylde: 

“The town has a long, rich complex 

past and if we want it to have a long, 

rich complex future, we need to join 

the two. Those of us who speak and 

fight and stand up for Farnham are 

clear what we are for and what 

against.” 

“Retailers talk about a USP, a Unique Selling Point. Farn-

ham‟s has three strands - our fine buildings, with the need 

new build matches old in quality, our independent shops, 

more customised ,personal and different to the shopping 

malls in surrounding towns, and a full cultural deck of 

cards, which we would have if the Redgrave was not being 

pat-frost-bitten towards dereliction. These would combine 

to create a thriving economy that reflected the spirit of 

Farnham and from which other assets could spring.”  

The things that make a town worth living in are intangible 

and they are the ones we stand for. They are architectural 

and aesthetic, commercial, cultural and environmental, 

social and spiritual. We neglect them at our peril” 

Response to the Brightwells/East Street funding news 

David Wylde 

Richard Sandars 

Excerpts from Letters to the Farnham Herald, 8th April.  

mailto:david.mcdonald@communities.gsi.gov.uk


Update on the two OBJECTIONS to         

PLANNING APPLICATIONS for Brightwells 

Many thanks to those who have already submitted objec-
tions to WA/2016/0268 Minor Amendments to previous per-
mission for Crest Nicholson‟s Brightwells development, 
removing the Gostrey Centre from the site, and to 
SO/2016/0003 for sewage works to be carried out without 
the construction access bridge being in place and 
WA/2016/0456 for „minor‟ works to Brightwell House, but 

which requires the demolition of the Redgrave Theatre.  
We would urge members to write in with objections to 
the Chief Planning Officer, Waverley Borough Council, The 
Burys, Godalming, GU7 1HR .  

Or simply complete your objection online.  

Late objections: although details of your objections 
will not be referred to in the officer’s report to Council, 

the total number of objections will still count.    

Much flurry round Brightwells we hear, with 

all sorts of plans afoot.  We will soon find 

yellow notices pinned to trees announcing 

major sewage works, which will surely upset 

our friends the bats at Brightwell Cottage.   

Talking of bats, it would be good to hear 

from Waverley Council whether they have 

any plans for the bats at Brightwell House.  

The bats there had a nasty shock some 

years back when „persons unknown‟ set fire 

to the ivy outside the Redgrave and they 

were smoked out. I will bet they are back 

inside again as they are persistent little 

neighbours.  For sure, they will not be able to 

stay there once the developers begin demolition on the the-

atre.  I hear massive bridge beams were put in to support 

the theatre roof and these will not be easy to detach without 

some   horrendous noise and vibrations.  Poor old 

Brightwell House – years of neglect followed by all that!  

Rumours abound, on the one hand that the developers are  

so determined to „get on with it‟ at 

Brightwells that they will stop at nothing to 

get this mighty troublesome project built.  

On the other hand, we hear there are those 

in the town who are putting on their armour 

and may be ready to do battle in the courts 

of justice.  Exciting times, but not for the 

birds!  All we want is a quiet life with fresh 

air and plenty of trees.  Where, I wonder, 

can we be sure to find those in the future?  

Surrey is fast becoming one long traffic jam!  

 One tree in particular which features promi-

nently in all the Brightwells re-development 

plans - the splendid purple beech tree out-

side Brightwell House will never survive so close to the 

foundations of those huge new buildings.  It was planted I 

believe, in memory of a well-known Farnham resident and 

once bore a small commemorative plaque, which I hap-

pened to notice some years ago  has been removed – a 

sign of things to come!  

Yours, busy as ever...tap. tap, tap, tap. 

Welcome support from Flip Tanner,                                                                                                    

Senior Consultant for Fischer Dachs Associates,                                                                                            

Theatre Planning and Design 

FTA was recently contacted by 

Flip Tanner of Fischer Dachs 

Associates, a US company 

specialising in Theatre Plan-

ning and Design.         

      As head of their new office 

in Stratford Upon Avon he ex-

plained that one of his roles 

was to help organisations like 

ours to retain or restore thea-

tres in England.   

      We are delighted that news 

of our campaign has reached 

the US and very much wel-

come his support for our cause.      

       This is  to reinstate the 

Redgrave in which his support 

adds pressure on Waverley to 

ensure the theatre is an integral 

part of the Brightwells scheme.  

        Flip and our long-time  

theatre consultant, Michael 

Holden, have already been in 

touch to discuss the theatre, 

and are united in supporting the 

current FTA plan to save the 

Redgrave. Flip Tanner  Senior                    

Consultant, Fischer Dachs 

Associates 

Woodpecker’s report for April 

 



A few statistics - how 

many public theatres 

are     there now? 

At least 97 UK towns 

and cities are listed 

weekly in The Stage 

magazine advertising 

theatre productions. 

Some of these have 

more than one venue and London has 107.     

Surrey has 16 venues and these are listed below.   

Camberley Theatre [Population 38,000] - 408 seats, shal-

low stage receiving house/amateur  (Surrey Heath Bor-

ough Council owned and managed). 

Dorking Halls* [Population 11,000] - multi-purpose con-

cert hall built 1920s seating 790 with shallow stage; con-

ference facilties (owned and funded by Mole Valley District 

Council). 

East Horsley: [Population 4,000] Nomad Theatre** - 

Trust owned, purpose-built 1990s amateur theatre. 

Epsom Playhouse – [Population 31,000] 450 seat pur-

pose-built 1984 receiving theatre and Myers Studio 80 

seats (Epsom and Ewell Borough Council owned and 

funded; Adrian Mann Theatre** – (Trust?) 200 seat pur-

pose-built amateur theatre. 

Farnham [Population 39,000] Farnham Maltings* Crea-

tive Arts Centre, Trust owned, (funded by Waverley Bor-

ough Council and the Arts Council) multi-purpose venue 

converted tannery and malting. The New Great Hall has 

retractable seating for 400 for films or curtained off for the-

atre performance space of 230 seats plus additional Tin-

dle Studio seating 120. (Farnham Redgrave Theatre: 

Not in use - purpose-built 364 seats 1974. RepertoryThe-

atre until 1994.  Mixed use until 1998. Funded by Waver-

ley Borough Council and the Arts Council closed in 1998}.  

Guildford: [Population 67,000] Yvonne Arnaud Theatre 

Purpose-built charity owned, receiving/producing, purpose

-built 1965, 550+ seats (funded Guildford Council and 

sponsorship). Arts Council funding withdrawn).  GLive: 

1031 seats Entertainment, hospitality and conference ven-

ue purpose-built for Guildford Borough Council 2010 (?) 

and Bellerby Studio 110 seats. Electric Theatre convert-

ed building 1997 to flexible theatre venue, receiving/ ama-

teur previously funded and run by Guildford BC which is 

now looking for new leaseholders. GSA Ivy Arts Centre 

University theatre. 

Kingston: [Population 43,000] Rose Theatre - Trust 

owned, 900 seat purpose-built 2008 producing and receiv-

ing house. Self-supporting)   

Kingston‟s Rose Theatre 

  THEATRES         The final part of Anne Cooper’s three articles 

Leatherhead Theatre [Population 11,000] Purpose-built 

Grade II listed. Trust owned, 520 seats and 80 seat stu-

dio, purpose-built 1965 as the Thorndike, closed 1996. 

Saved from demolition by Michael Caine. Church use for 

5 years. Cinema/receiving since 2001 Self supporting. 

 

Oxted: [Population 11,000] The Barn Theatre** – 

(Trust?) converted barn 1924, improved 2000, amateur 

theatre 220 seats. (Self supporting?) 

Walton on Thames:  Walton Playhouse **– [Population 

23,000] (Trust owned ?) converted 1924 from film use, 

220 seats community/amateur theatre (owned and fund-

ed by Elmbridge Arts Council) 

Woking: [Population 63,000] New Victoria Theatre –  

1300 seats purpose-built 1992 commercial receiving 

house. Self supporting; Rhoda McGraw Theatre – Pur-

pose-built 228 seats amateur/ receiving (Woking Council 

funded). 

Anne Cooper 

Leatherhead Theatre 
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Theatre Association 

May we remind you that your FTA membership is now 

overdue—the old year ended on 31st March, so unless 

you have kindly paid already, your subs are now due 

and will be much appreciated.  All the details are     

below. 

But first, we thought you would be interested to read just a 
few of the comments we have received in the past with 
your cheques.  

Rest assured that my support to such a vital cause will not 
decrease, despite the negative approach of Waverley Bor-
ough Council which is quite definitely unacceptable.  MH 

Theatres are vital for education too! I used the Redgrave 

a lot as a student.    CB 

Why do we need to maintain your membership fees and 
encourage your donations?   

You might well be unaware of the costs that we incur in 
running the charity. These include: Room hire for meetings 
and AGMs; professional fees, website costs, refresh-
ments; insurance to cover public liability; IT costs including 
the maintenance and replacement of FTA‟s dedicated PC;  
Print and Postage for the mailed newsletters.  

Join and support the Farnham Theatre Association. 
The more people who become involved, the louder is the 
message and the more influential we can be.  You can 
easily register online or by sending your details as below 
together with your membership cheque. 
 

Membership charges are: 
Single person £10 
Family £20 
Group £20 

 

Please send cheques payable to Farnham Theatre Associ-
ation to: The Treasurer c/o 4 Nutshell Lane, Upper Hale, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 0HG 
 
Full Name…………………………………………………... 
Address…………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………. 
 
Post Code ……………… Telephone……………………….. 
 
Mobile ………………………………………………………. 
 
Email………………………………………………………… 
Donation………………………………..…………………... 

Attention - Actors at the Redgrave or Castle Theatres  

We will be writing to a 
number of the actors 
who appeared at the 
Redgrave or Castle 
Theatres for their rec-
ollections and anec-
dotes and hope to run 
these in future issues.  

     In the meantime, 
anyone with memo-
ries of acting,  directing,    designing or any 
other activity(!) at either theatre is warmly 

invited to send in their rec-
ollections and also demon-
strate support for our 
shared cause with a view 
to a booklet being pro-
duced to commemorate the 
40

th
 anniversary of the 

Redgrave.   

Comments and stories 
from audiences are also 
very welcome.  Just email 

the editor, see back page.  

Redgrave            

programmes    

Have you any old Redgrave 
programmes? There are 
some specific ones that we 
do not have in our own 
collection which are not 
stored at the museum, but 
are easily available for  
display or research.           

      We have 199 out of a 
possible 287. So we need 
88 more please, see the list 
attached to this newsletter. 

The Castle Theatre in1967 

Our Vision 
We will offer a theatrical venue of over 300 seats 
which will give audiences, performers and presenters 
excellent acoustics and sight-lines with intimate com-
munication between stage and audience and which 
will provide the theatre-going public with facilities 
which are complementary to those available elsewhere 
in the area. The theatre would also provide a valuable 
social meeting-place at the heart of the town. 

I don‟t know how Waverley and CNS have got away with it 
for so long. Thanks Goodness Cllr Gates has gone. Now 
maybe the other Councillors will wake up and do as they 
should have done years ago.  BN 

Although D…. and I no longer take an active part in the 
Association, we support the aims and congratulate those 
leading the Assoc. who must spend so much time on our 
behalf. Thanks you and may the Redgrave be here for 
years to come.   KG 

Good luck – keep fighting!  I believe in miracles. PJW 

Thank you for the Newsletter. Very interesting reading.  I 
am enclosing cheque for £xx.  It is only a tiny drop in the 
ocean. I wish you all well in your work in the future. You 
have all worked so hard.  As we know there are a lot of 
idiots out there in control.   BN 

All strength to you in this essential campaign.  I can visu-
alise the theatre alive again at the centre of a social area 
in the centre of the town.   DS 


