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More actors supporting 

FTA‟s vision 

Rula Lenska 

Zoe Wanamaker 

 Christopher Timothy 

 Graham Norton 

NEW YEAR’S INVITATION and the NEW PROPOSALS 

 

 

A very warm welcome was given to Andrew Welch and Michael Holden at FTA‟s „New Year 

Invitation‟ at the Daniel Hall on 10 January 2015.  Andrew was the first manager at the        

Redgrave and was subsequently responsible for the rescue of Chichester Theatre, setting it on 

its path to the distinct success it enjoys today.  Michael is Chairman of the Society of Theatre 

Consultants and brings considerable insight to the whole issue.    

   A crowd of nearly 60 supporters heard Andrew remind us of his time at the Redgrave and of 

his belief that there is no good reason why the theatre should not be successful once again.  

Michael supported this view with an overview of the lack of democratic decision making at  

Waverley and the opportunities ahead.  There were calls for a Judicial Review of the planning 

decisions and one offer of £1000 to start a fund to finance it.  A group was formed to canvass 

the opinions of elected candidates and it was suggested that the Farnham Town Council         

Annual Meeting (26 March) would make a good platform for presenting the new proposal for a 

theatre and arts cinema at Brightwells. 

What of the Redgrave Theatre and Waverley’s application to demolish it? 

At the end of January, Waverley Council‟s 

Joint Planning Committee sat to determine 

the outcome of the Listed Building Consent 

application that would mean the demolition 

of the Redgrave Theatre. 

      A few bare minutes were allocated to 

FTA‟s pre-agreed speaker against the mo-

tion, Dr. Laurence Carter whose arguments 

were convincing but inevitably fell on the 

closed ears and closed minds of the majority 

in the committee. Councillors heard that a 

new business plan for a professional theatre 

and cinema was being prepared by Andrew 

Welch and Michael Holden, employing their considerable expertise for the benefit of Farnham 

and the surrounding catchment area. They both believe that there is no good reason why a 

Farnham theatre and cinema should not be a resounding success. 
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FTA supporters outside the WBC office in Godalming. 
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Kika Mirylees 

Warren Mitchell 

Anna Carteret 

In contrast, a Crest Nicholson representative then delivered his speech in favour of the         

application. 

     Blatant mistruths and unsubstantiated accusations about the Redgrave and Castle         

Theatres were peddled by several councillors, just as at the previous 2008 decision meeting. 

What was particularly shocking was the statement made by a previous Leader that “in nearly 

18 years not one single remotely credible scheme has been submitted for the reuse of the 

theatre space.”  This was despite the FTA “Theatre Report and Business Study” being              

presented to the Council in 2006, accepted gratefully but used only to support WBC‟s policy 

for theatre at the Maltings and which has been ignored and denied assessment by officers for 

the Redgrave ever since.  

     Requests for the demolition decision to 

be deferred for further consideration of new 

proposals were refused.  Permission was 

duly granted with only one councillor asking 

for her name to be recorded as objecting.  

The only redeeming feature in these gloomy 

proceedings was that new proposals were 

being invited over the next few months – 

there was plenty of time. 

     Councillors „wear two hats‟ when on    

planning committees and have to separate 

the interests of Waverley Borough Council 

and of their political masters from the           

requirements of planning policies. How can it be that WBC acts as both judge and jury in 

such major issues?  This cannot be democratic.  

    The people of Farnham have no voice as a consequence.  Our only weapon 

will be through the ballot-box in May.  

Roy Hudd 

Geraldine McEwan, 

now sadly missed, was 

also an FTA campaign 

supporter.  

 

Andrew Welch about to be interviewed for BBC South  

What of the Future? 

Previous deadlines for news of the elusive 

funding for the East Street/Brightwells 

scheme continue to come and go and we 

now hear that all is to be revealed at the end 

of this month.  

    F &C (acting for Woolmead owners Friends 

Provident) are planning to hold a public         

consultation on their long-awaited plans, 

which of course will not include a theatre/

cinema in the new Woolmead development.   

    However, if the Crest Nicholson East 

Street plans are not realised, the old cinema 

site, compulsorily purchased by Waverley in 

2013 apparently would have to revert back to 

F&C.  That would re-open the whole 

Brightwells site for a completely new design.  

An interesting new proposition. 

 

 

FTA is taking Waverley’s invitation to present new proposals for 

Brightwells very seriously. Against the background of consideration of 

Judicial Review of Waverley’s decisions by others in the town, we are 

supporting ideas for the presentation of an alternative plan for 

Brightwells/East Street regeneration.  A new group is emerging with       

ideas for a financially viable scheme which contains the Redgrave             

Theatre running alongside a Curzon Arts Cinema.  An announcement  

about the outline for the scheme is expected to be made at the Farnham 

Town Council Annual meeting on Thursday 26 March at 7.00pm at the 

Bush Hotel Conference Centre, South Street. 

NEWS OF AN ALTERNATIVE PLAN 



Farnham to become a theatre town?  We are 

to be blessed with two new facilities!  

Weydon Academy Theatre  
It is a fine irony to discover that the Department for  

Education is able to fund a completely new theatre at 

Farnham’s Weydon Academy, whilst Farnham’s own 

theatre, built by public subscription is to be purloined 

for re-development and the Arts Council can only          

improve existing facilities, rather than build new ones. 

    The Weydon theatre is intended primarily for use by the 

school, but also by the community. However, because of 

child-protection issues, the theatre will only be used for 

public performances in the school holidays. 

     Now under construction, (see pic) the steel frame is in 

place and will house a 300 seat theatre with raked auditori-

um and flat floor staging.  The seats are retractable but   

located in a rectangular space with an end on aspect to the 

stage. This is a fixed conformation.  Remarkably there is to 

be a fly tower, which is a costly but valuable addition. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school is recruiting a Director of Performing Arts who 
will take responsibility for the theatre.  The aim is to host 12 
performances a year – while some could be school created, 
it is expected that most would come from outside.  

    FTA and our colleagues in Performers Together continue 
to have talks with the school and hope to meet the new   
Director of Performing Arts one he/she is recruited.   

Improvements at the Maltings; development of a 
new studio theatre  

 

Following the Maltings‟ announcement of an Arts Council 
grant, they are now able to proceed with the upgrading of 
The Great Hall to create a more flexible space that when 
necessary can accommodate a 230 seat Studio theatre.  

 

 

 

The work will last for 8 weeks and be completed by mid-
September.  All the seats will be replaced with new, wider 
and more comfortable seating (more leg room too!) with the 
retention of the flat and raked seating as currently in place.  
The maximum number of seats available in the Great Hall 
will be approximately 400 which is a reduction of 50 from 
the current maximum of 450.   

    The stage will not be used and the studio will have a 
black drop curtain to close it off so there is a more intimate 
relationship between the performers and the attendees. 

The steel framework already in place for           

Weydon‟s new theatre 

FTA believes 

that this growing interest in the 

performing arts in Farnham is 

greatly to be welcomed.  The 

word ‘theatre’ can now be           

spoken with pride and no longer 

with embarrassment in the town.      

     Since the public disgrace of 

the closure of the Redgrave in 

1998, the long campaign to have 

theatre restored in Farnham is 

winning through.   

    At last, the dramatic arts are 

being recognised as having        

value in education and in the  

 

community.  It will be wonderful 

to have a studio theatre at the 

Maltings and to have a school 

willing to share its new small 

theatre with the town.  

    But, we have one step further 

to go – these new facilities          

provide only for occasional          

limited use and are not central to 

the town’s economy – we still 

need to have a real public            

theatre, visible once again and 

operating throughout the sea-

sons, to serve the population of 

the surrounding area and to 

bring vitality to the town centre.  

 

 

The Great Hall 

“ We still need to have a 

real public theatre,         

visible once again and  

operating throughout the 

seasons, to serve the           

population of the         

surrounding area and to 

bring vitality to the town 

centre.”  
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A further Redgrave anecdote provided by                         

Ian Bartholomew 

Sir Michael 

After my stint in the T.I.E.            

company, I was fortunate enough 

to be asked to join the company, 

and spent many happy months 

learning my trade in three-weekly 

Rep.  

Over the next few years I             appeared in productions 

of Guys and Dolls, Sweeney Todd, Privates on Pa-

rade, Oklahoma, The Taming of the Shrew, A Man for 

All Seasons, Shut your Eyes and Think of England, 

The Emperor's Daughter, and in my first season, a Fran-

cis Durbridge thriller called The Gentle Hook in which I 

played the Police Inspector.  

30 years too young for the part, I dried so badly one night, 

that I suffered terrible stage-fright for years after. I got 

over it, but it was touch-and-go for a while.  

       During the run of Guys and Dolls we were visited by 

Sir Michael Redgrave himself, and his wife, Rachel               

Kempson. He was very frail by this time, and in a wheel-

chair, but his delight at being in a theatre named after him 

was plain to see. He was an utterly charming gentle man, 

and extremely humble, and I'm pleased to say very         

complimentary about the performance and everybody 

involved. It was a great fillip for us all who were working in 

the theatre at that time.  

I'm sure it would be heart-breaking for him now if he were 

here to witness what has happened to his theatre since 

then. 

Thanks Ian and your racy story will run in the next issue!  

A warm welcome to another new 
member, Sue Cansfield who has 
strong memories of the Redgrave 
and who was arts critic at the  
Farnham Herald. 

 
“I was very upset when The Redgrave 

finally went dark.   I well remember it 

was built and financed by public sub-

scription, and I also can recall those 

halcyon days when The Redgrave 

was a popular rep theatre.  Sadly the 

management changed and although 

as our Arts Editor (Farnham Herald)  

at the time gave them a wide berth I 

still continued to cover many of the 

productions.   So when the final night 

came I was allowed to be present.   It 

was a Wayne Sleep enterprise and 

once again the theatre was packed. 

   A lovely warm summer‟s evening 

meant that everybody gathered out-

side in the gardens to chat and enjoy 

a glass of wine – as in the past.   

   When turning out my old pro-

grammes a few weeks ago, I found 

the last one with my review and also 

my report on the closure of the        

theatre. 

Although I have now officially retired I 

still keep my hand in reviewing at  

Woking, Southampton, Guildford and 

Basingstoke. 

I will try and attend your meetings.  

The present Arts Editor Stella     

Wiseman also fully supports your  

enterprise but working all hours with 

family commitments makes full –time 

commitment difficult for her.  

Best wishes and kind regards 

Sue Cansfield  

Our thanks to Sue for this kind message 

of support that will kindle many memories 

of the Redgrave and its significance to 

Farnham   

RENEW YOUR FTA MEMBERSHIP                             
New year begins March 
 
Very many thanks to those who have already renewed 
and also those who gave donations. Much appreciated!   
Membership charges are: 

Single person £10 
Family £20 
Group £20 

Please send cheques to: The Treasurer, c/o 4 Nutshell 
Lane, Upper Hale, Farnham GU9 0HG 

 

Thank you 

We are sad to announce that Mrs Pat Chinnery, wife of 

Dennis has died.  The service was on 10 March, at 

Guildford Crematorium. Formerly a professional actor, 

her stage name was 

Patricia Kerr.   

 

Drawing of a                      

revived Redgrave           

by Dennis Chinnery  

Twitter 

@farnhamtheatre 

Facebook: Farnham 

Theatre Association 


