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  Performers Together - the key to a new Community Performing Arts Centre          

This is how we are 

opening doors…  

To progress the aim of developing 
a new Centre for the Performing Arts, a Community Inter-
est Company is being set up by a diverse group of people 
drawn from many performing arts societies and organisa-
tions. While many of the company's supporters are based 
in and around Farnham, some come from considerably 
further afield but all share the same aims. 

Together with many like-minded colleagues from choirs, 
choral societies, theatre groups, bands and opera compa-
nies, FTA is acting as the catalyst to spearhead progress 
on this plan, and we're continuing to gather further support.  
Our initiative to explore opportunities for a community per-
formance space in the town is supported by detailed find-
ings from the independent 'Blue Skies' group whose results 
have been presented to Jeremy Hunt MP who endorses 
our strategy. 

A core group identified the organisations best placed and 
most inclined to offer immediate active involvement, and 
invited them to meetings. Representatives attended from 
Alder Valley Brass, Farnham Assist, Farnham Rep, Farn-
ham Shakespeare Company, Farnham Youth Choirs, Hart 
Male Voice Choir, Farnham Rock Choir, Opera South, 
Waverley Singers, Weybourne and Fearnhamme Confed-
erations of Schools and two professional actors.  

Michael Holden (theatre consultant to FTA) interviewed 
representatives from these groups as well as South Farn-
ham Primary School.  David Wylde and Anne Cooper re-
ceived an enthusiastic response from the new Vice-
Chancellor of the University of the Creative Arts to their 
short presentation of the campaign for a new venue and  
look forward to continuing contact with UCA, particularly 
with the UCA Canterbury School of Architecture. 

We'll continue to reach out to all performing groups within a 
large catchment area.  

Progress so far 

Michael Holden has outlined the options for a performing 
arts centre which would derive from the expressed wish of 
our constituent groups; he proposes a business model for 
the new venue that does not rely on local authority or Arts 
Council funding, and follows the example of Shakespeare's 
Globe, where volunteers support the running of the venue. 
Mr Holden was a key figure in the creation of the Globe.  

Members of this core group have offered regular updates 
on local events and issues, made presentations on fund-
raising and publicity and outlined the nature and structure 
of a Community Interest Company (CIC), the new structure 
most suited to our needs.  This last has led to the formation 
of a sub-group, to draw up its articles of association. 

To engage grass-roots members of these core organisa-
tions and to enrol new societies, the plan is to publicise 
more widely including giving talks or presentations to them, 
perhaps ahead of a rehearsal or choir practice.  There's 
strength in numbers!                                                               

Already, the CIC 
group includes so-
licitors, a retired 
management con-
sultant and an ex-
Newbury councillor.  
Their emergence 
illustrates the poten-
tial of working with a 
wider number of 
groups;  offering 
support are also a 
music administrator, 
an architect and a 
set designer.   

Certain groups have 
offered expert ad-
vice in publicity and 
business manage-
ment among other 
skills.  The way we 
intend to work is to 
get 100 people to do 
the work of 5 not 5 
to do the work of 
100, thereby making 
the best use of the 

specific and particular expertise of each volunteer, without 
asking too much of any one person 

Michael Holden, with his experience of design and involve-
ment in many such theatres and performance spaces is 
actively collating individual societies' specific needs and 
wishes for flexibility in acoustic performance and space 
demands. 

 

A reminder:   

The business case for a performing arts centre in the 
town would be modelled on other successful venues 
of this kind but be custom-built to suit our local cir-
cumstances.  

The programme would showcase the diverse talents 
of so many performance groups and form a central 
and vibrant Community Theatre/Performing Arts 
Centre as well as having a core programme of pro-
fessional productions, drawing residents and visitors 
alike to the town.  

Adaptable stage formats and acoustics: 
Woldingham School 

A choir's perspective  of the auditorium 

Stage set for assembly or general meet-
ing; swiftly converts to  alternate formats 



The East Street contract in the grip of Crest Nicholson 

Sainsbury grinds relentlessly on.  

Waverley needs to restore credibility 

Alan Gavaghan, The Farnham Society Chairman asks us 
to imagine "Waverley Borough Council is an operating 
commercial business  with the councillors and chief execu-
tive as directors.  Despite sustained efforts by concerned 
shareholders at board meetings (public council meetings), 
petitions, adverse public comment, and attempts to obtain 
a review of the contract, the so-called board of directors 
has ignored all attempts at persuasion to review and meet 
the wishes of its shareholders.    

The annual statement of the board (the election manifesto), 
makes a public promise to review the contract at the end of 
2011 and the directors were assisted in being re-elected 
because of that promise. This promise has been cynically 
broken without even an attempt at an explanation. 

The councillors of Waverley and the senior officers should 
appreciate that the unpaid protesters of Farnham have no 
vested career or financial interest in the final outcome other 
than a wish to preserve Farnham as a pleasant place in 
which to live.  We would have hoped that our elected repre-
sentatives and officers would have shared that ambition 
and yet some lean over backwards to support a developer 
who will bring nothing but misery to the town".  

(Herald letter 20 January 2012)  

 

Waverley should answer questions 

"On December 31 last year, the longstop date for the 
Waverley/CNS conditional contract was allowed to lapse by 
the Council.   ...yet a fortnight on no word of information 
about the new dispensation has reached us in and neither 
questioners at meetings nor councillors are much the 
wiser.   

Great local architects made Farnham the place so many of 
us treasure. We ask Waverley to cherish that tradition and 
let their successors create anew. Please - give us some-
thing that takes our past into the future, and measures up 
to the standards that have been bequeathed to us". 

David Wylde (Farnham Herald letter 20 January) 

 

  

Richard Sandars 
(Farnham Herald 
letter 3 February) 
quotes renowned 
architect Sir Hugh 
Casson:  “You here 
in Farnham are living 
in a beautiful town 
which has kept its 
identity and charac-
ter. That is not due 

entirely to luck. A great deal of it is due to much hard work 
and forethought and very often to a few eccentrics – crea-
tive nuisances, they might be called.  Most towns have 
them.  I hope there are some here.  They won‟t leave  

 

things alone.  They are an ab-
solute curse to the local author-
ity, but they get their 
way.” (From Sam Osmond‟s 
book: Harold Falkner). 

         

 

FTA chairman Anne Cooper is 
quoted on the front page of the 
Farnham Herald (17 February) 
following news of a burglary of 
copper wire at the Redgrave 
Theatre: “Maintenance and 
security around Brightwell 
House and the Redgrave will 

need to be considerably strengthened if these buildings are 
to remain empty any longer.   

The latest version of the contract (2009/2010) between 
Waverley and Crest Nicholson for the East Street re-
development, now available to the public on the Coun-
cil's website, states that the developer can now have up to 
6.5 yrs (rather than 2.5 yrs) to complete the works from the 
date at which the contract becomes unconditional.   

As there is now no cut-off date by which the conditions 
have to be met, as Crest Nicholson cannot find retailers 

willing to sign up for the 
scheme and Waverley 
cannot acquire the land 
needed, these buildings 
may be in a very sorry 
state by the time work 
can begin on the devel-
opment, let alone be 
completed.   

If the theatre and the 
Brightwells Bowling Club 

had been allowed to operate as community resources for 
the last 10 years, the trading of the surrounding area would 
have benefitted.   

Instead, dereliction, demolitions and lack of progress on 
the development have caused a blight on East Street and it 
seems, there is to be no end in sight for this situation if left 
in the hands of Crest Nicholson.  New thinking is required 
and alternatives urgently sought”. 

 

Council Carborundum  

 
The people of Farnham ask articulate and  

understandable questions and raise important  
issues; it is long overdue for Waverley to 

listen to them and begin answering. 

Brightwell House and the Shuttered 
Redgrave 

Castle Street 

Lower Church Lane 



 

The Education Secretary 

Michael Gove and Culture 

Minister, Ed Vaisey have 

both welcomed a govern-

ment-commissioned report 

from Darren Henley, the 

Classic FM managing di-

rector‟s review of culture in 

education.   

As a result, the Department for Education will invest £15 million 

over three years in an effort to put Henley‟s recommendations into 

action. 

With particular interest to FTA is the intention to include the Uni-

versity of the Creative Arts, (the new Vice-Chancellor is based on 

the Farnham campus), for exceptional funding provision.   

There are recommendations already adopted by the government 

which will introduce a plan for cultural education in England.  

A cross-government ministerial group on cultural education will be 

formed and there will be the creation of a film academy for young 

people. 

Dance and drama are being recommended to become subject 

areas in their own rights and this will be consulted on during the 

National Curriculum process.   

Michael Gove would particularly like to see a national youth dance 

company.  The full report and the government’s response is avail-

able at www.education.gov.uk. 

FTA recognises the potential of this government endorsement of 

the role of the performing arts in education as the new Performers 

Together Community Interest Company  will have workshops and 

outreach for school students at its heart. 

Abigail McKern - director of FTA - is currently appearing at 
the National Theatre, in a new play Travelling Light by 
Nicholas Wright.  
 
The play runs through to March then tours.  

13 – 17 March, The Lowry, Salford 
20 – 24 March, Grand Theatre, Leeds 
27 – 31 March, Waterside Theatre, 
Aylesbury 
3 – 7 April, Theatre Royal, Newcastle 
 
 
Abigail McKern 

 
This was screened recently to an ap-

preciative audience in the Great Hall at Farnham Maltings 
as part of their NT Live programme.  What an excellent 
cinema facility this is!  
 
Directed by Nicholas Hytner this stars Antony Sher, with 
Abigail playing his wife.  The production has received ex-
cellent reviews.   

 
It is a  "funny and fascinating tribute to the Eastern Euro-
pean immigrants who became major players in Hollywood‟s 
golden age.  In a remote village in Eastern Europe, around 
1900, the young Motl Mendl is entranced by the flickering 
silent images on his father‟s cinematograph. Bankrolled by 

Jacob, the ebullient 
local timber merchant, 
and inspired by Anna, 
the girl sent to help him 
make moving pictures 
of their village, he stum-
bles on a revolutionary 
way of story-telling.  
 

 
Forty years on, Motl – now a famed American film director 
– looks back on his early life and confronts the cost of ful-
filling his dreams". 

     Culture in Education 

Travelling Light 

A paean and a plea 

by (Gillian) Helena Stewart 

In 1998, after the disappointment at the news of the closure of our 

precious Redgrave Theatre, I felt that it was imperative to keep 

'the Arts' alive in such a cultured, historic town like Farnham, es-

pecially for children. 

It was then with the help of performance space at Farnham Li-

brary, that I created B.MA.D.D, (books, music, art, drama and 

dance) for    5-10 year olds.  My main influence was my Rudolph 

Steiner education where expression of colour, movement and 

imagination was the basis of everyday learning.  The enthusiasm, 

especially from parents, was encouraging and unbelievable.  

Many parents expressed their shock and sadness of the closure of 

the Redgrave and so I was only too happy to take on the mantle in 

a small, humble way.   

The Theatre, even since Greek and Roman times has been a 

meeting place of communion where people can let go of the eve-

ryday pressures of life and let their hearts, minds and souls be lost 

in a sea of sound, colour, movement, expression and adventure.  

It is my passionate belief that the closure of the Redgrave has 

annihilated the heart of the artistic growth and nourishment of this 

town.   

Even Waverley Borough Council should realise that Kings had 

their Poets/Actors and Musicians who were a respected part of the 

Royal Court.  We performers give our talent and time freely – so 

show us our due respect and do something intelligent and positive 

– give us our „heart‟ back and mean it! 
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Can you help? 

Networking theory says that each of us is only separated from 

knowing someone famous, such as the Queen, by six people.  

Strange but true.  

Given that, FTA want to contact Mike Rake, BT's Chairman, so is 

there anyone reading this who knows him, or maybe has a friend 

in BT or perhaps knows a fellow BT Director or senior manager?                                          

 

Maybe the person you know also lives in Surrey or Hampshire 

so has a local connection?  

Why? Well, FTA is not asking for donations or sponsorship from 

Mike Rake, but is confident that a proposal we would like to out-

New Farces; Old Performers 

Now that the Pantomime season is over, the residents of the 

Farnham area might find themselves in for a season of Farce, 

bearing in mind the latest East Street scenario: 

Don't Just Lie There - Say Something!  

- a play about the frustrations of not getting answers to very cru-

cial questions  

 

Tons of Money  

- 3 acts of increasing desperation by a couple of builders in an 

effort to secure wealth and property 

 

Dry Rot  

- surprising discoveries are made when trying to keep an old 

house in good order 

See How They Run  

- the hilarious exploits of politicians 

playing 'catch-up' with their electorate 

 

Move Over Mrs. Markham  

- a humorous piece exploring the pos-

sibilities of alternative corporate lead-

ership 

 

 

 

 

We'll keep you updated should we hear of any  

more new versions of old plays...  

Membership Charge - 

Subscriptions due please 
 

You may remember that it was agreed at a 

previous year's AGM that we should intro-

duce a membership charge to help defray 

costs and running expenses.   

All new members are now asked to pay a 

small charge;  we gave existing members 

an introductory period of 6 months grace 

before this became due.        

For various reasons we have deferred its 

introduction for over 12 months, so your 

subscriptions are now required please. 

Membership charges are:  

Single person £10 

Family £20 

Group £20 

Corporate by negotiation.  

Please send cheques to: Joe Michel, 

Treasurer at  23 Frensham Vale, Lower 

Bourne, Farnham, GU10 3HS   

                                                                

You receive a hard copy newsletter as 

either not on e-mail or simply prefer hard 

copy.  It costs around £1 per copy to pro-

duce and send this version  and we may 

have to stop providing this service to those 

who do not have or use computers if we 

have not got enough funds to cover costs. 

 

Brenda Longman of 
Farnham Rep writes: 
 
In case you haven't 
heard the sad news, 
actor Dennis Chinnery 
died at home on 
Wednesday 29th Feb-
ruary.   
 

Latterly Dennis had been in constant pain 
and was unable to carry on with his paint-
ing which he so loved and at which he 
was so very accomplished. 
 

 

Dennis' funeral is on Monday 19th March, 
1.30.pm at Guildford Crematorium.  Cards 
and condolences should be sent to Pat at 
2, Penryn Drive, Headley Down, Hants, 
GU35 8JZ.  
 
Anne Cooper adds: What a superb actor 

he was and how lucky the NFRC support-

ers were to see his moving performance 

of Dr. Manette in A Tale of Two Cities 

(2002) and his delicious comic timing and 

characterisation in playing the butler  

Brassett in Charley's Aunt (2005) - both 

directed by Ian Mullins.  

 

 
Dennis drew this picture of the Redgrave 
and he was a staunch FTA supporter al-
though he found it increasingly difficult to 
come over here to support us.  

Dennis Chinnery 


