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News of Farnham's Community Play  

Aylesbury’s £42m Waterside theatre opens    

 

[Aylesbury:  Population 69,000] 

Aylesbury’s new £42 million theatre, the Waterside, opened 
in October. 

The theatre replaces the nearby civic centre, which closed 
earlier this year, and is part of Aylesbury Vale District 
Council’s plans to regenerate the town’s canal area. 

The main performance space seats 1,200 but can be 
adapted for other uses, including the removal of stalls seat-
ing and use of hydraulic flooring to create an 1,800 capacity 
hall for standing events.  The venue also includes a 
smaller, 225-seat studio space. 

Council leader John Cartwright justified the ex-
penditure, saying: “Our faith in the theatre to de-
liver bigger benefits for the economy, as well as a 
sparkling new entertainment venue for people 
from all walks of life to enjoy, is already starting 
to be repaid.” 

Ambassador Theatre Group estimates that the Waterside 
will receive 300,000 visitors in its first year. 

Speaking at the opening ceremony, ATG co-founder and 
joint chief executive Howard Panter said: “In a time of such 
austerity, Aylesbury Vale District Council’s bold £42 million 
investment provides the perfect antidote.  

“Tonight is a fitting commemoration of the opening of this 
fantastic theatre, which will undoubtedly become an impor-
tant cultural resource bringing the very best in entertain-
ment to Aylesbury and district". 

A Tale of Two Cities?  So many similarities.... so many sharp differences. 

And in Farnham.... 
  
[Farnham:  Population 38,000;  Waverley Borough Council: Popula-
tion 116,000] 

 
 We understand that Aylesbury tendered for a redevelopment 
scheme for their town centre at the same time (2002 or there-
abouts) as Waverley did for our East Street site.  Crest Nichol-
son were awarded the Aylesbury scheme with Sainsburys in-
volvement (as in Farnham).   

Aylesbury Council wanted to replace their civic centre and also 
their ageing Theatre Royal.  Plans were drawn up for a huge 
development but a few years down the line Crest Nicholson 
left the project.  What seems to have happened with a different 
developer is that a huge  new theatre replaces both the old 
venues.  And at what expense!  We wonder how Aylesbury 
managed to generate such funds to pay for such a large new 
venue.   

However, the fact that they have managed to get the commer-
cial theatre giants, Ambassadors to run it, shows great vision 
and enterprise - one has to regret the poverty of ambition re-
garding our theatre here in Waverley! 

 

To avoid yet another picture of the dark and shuttered 
Redgrave Theatre or the dilapidations of East Street -  we in 
Farnham have seen too many of these - here's another image 
of the amazing new Waterside Theatre at Aylesbury, right in 
the heart of the town. 

 

FARNHAM, AS A SMALL MARKET TOWN DOES NOT NEED SUCH A LARGE AND EXPENSIVE THEATRE,  

BUT APPLAUDS THE PEOPLE OF AYLESBURY FOR THEIR ASPIRATION.  

 We will be highlighting other towns with theatres old or new, in the months to come to 
show  how successful they can be and how they are supported.  

This exciting community project run by 
and for the people of Farnham, is being 
directed by Claque Theatre. 
  
Janet Martin reports on progress: "In or-
der to gather information for our Museum 
of Youth please would you each write 
something about your own lives.  You 
might like to write about what it is like to 
be young in Farnham now. 
  
If you are older please think back to your 
own youth and teenage years and put 

together about 300 words or so. The topic 
you choose could be of a particular inci-
dent you remember or memories of youth 
in general, even if it was not spent in 
Farnham. 
 
Please either log on to the Community 
play website (www.ourfarnham.net) and  

save the items there or send them directly 
to Janet Martin at: 
21 Oast House Crescent, Hale, Farnham 
GU9 0NP  
for inclusion in our file of evidence. 
 

We have now reached the stage when we 
need to start encouraging others to join in 
this activity. I have been in touch with 
several schools asking for their participa-
tion.  Perhaps you could encourage your 
own friends and family to take part?  
There is no age limit for participants.  

 
Our priority is to start to gather a wealth 
of information and opinion that will both 
help to paint a picture for the playwright 
to tap into for the ultimate play and to 
create better knowledge and understand-
ing for us of our own society". 

 

 

Why not draft and send       
300 or so words on your   
childhood memories and          
if you can, let Janet know       
of your willingness to         
help. 

Remember the impending planning application regarding access to the East Street  

development and the proposed access bridge? 

BREAKING NEWS #1 

The Crest Nicholson plan for the East Street construction 

traffic to use an access from the Farnham Bypass has 

been thrown into disarray.  The decision meeting for Plan-

ning Application WA/2010/1650 which was arranged for 

16 December has been cancelled.  The developers are 

now being asked to supply detailed information about the 

environmental impact of queueing traffic, both on the by-

pass and through the town.   

We do not know whether a new date will be set in the 

New Year, but will keep you informed. 

 

There are already many who believe that now finally the 

whole Crest Nicholson plan requiring the demolition of the 

Redgrave will have to be abandoned. "It's dead in the wa-

ter", people are already saying.  

We will keep you informed.  

BREAKING NEWS #2  

 

FTA will be taking up the generous offer from Tindle Newspapers to use their         

premises (the Surrey and Hants News office) in the Lion and Lamb Yard in the         

New Year to promote our cause for a community theatre – and also the                   

Farnham Community Play…… we invite you to visit us there on Fridays between                

10.0am – 3.0pm starting on 14 January.   

Please come along and give your support. 

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year 

to all our readers and supporters.  

http://www.ourfarnham.net


He researched documents, rang 

important people and dictated 

letters, and two years ago, even 

came and spent a few hours with 

us, collecting objections from his 

motorised wheel chair, to the 

demolition of the Redgrave, In his 

own inimitable way, he strove to 

see that common sense would 

prevail over the future of the 

Redgrave Theatre, right up to his 

last few weeks of illness. 

We will miss him a lot and give and good wishes our sympathy to 
his widow, Edith and her family. 

AGM 
 

A successful AGM was held on 30th October at 2pm at St. Andrew's Church, Farnham. 

It   

From Joe E Marks, BAFTVA  

"My thanks to you for the FTA newsletter 
but I have to say I am saddened that the 
efforts of so many hard working and dedi-
cated people in Farnham to get this now 
neglected building up and running as a 
working Community Theatre has not yet 
produced the result wanted. 

I was a stage manager at the old Castle 
Theatre during the latter part of WW2 when we did such produc-
tions as Captain Courageous, Corn Is Green, Flare Path, and 
Ladies In Retirement.  

The key message was the need to 
develop strong links with all groups 
such as choirs, amateur theatre 
groups, dance companies and so on 
right across Farnham and surround-
ing areas to enable FTA to demon-
strate that a powerful need for a 
community theatre exists and ex-
tends throughout the age groups and 
across all the diverse activities of its 
residents. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heather Golding 

 
 
This year after the formal business 
and refreshments we were delighted 
to welcome a local recorded singer, 
Heather Golding who entertained us 
with her beautiful, clear voice, 
charming and reflective singing style. 
 
Our thanks once again to Heather. 

 

 

It was agreed at the previous AGM that we should introduce a membership charge to help defray costs and running 

expenses. Its introduction has been delayed for a number of reasons but we hope to bring this in, from January 2011.  

All new members will be asked to pay a small charge whereas we shall give existing members an introductory period of 

6 months grace before this becomes due. 

Abigail McKern, professional actor and director of FTA says:   
 
"Thought you might like to know I've been very much enjoying 
working with Neil Dudgeon, the new star of Midsomer Murders 
who has replaced John Nettles as Inspector Barnaby.  Neil's sis-
ter has lived in Farnham for about 20 years. 
 
To aid our campaign he told me he would be very happy to be-
come a supporter and give me a signed photo with 'I support a 
theatre for Farnham' written on it that we can display, once we 
have an empty shop in Farnham. 

 
He is going to the Cannes Film Festival this year as Midsomer Murders sells in 200 
Countries, so will soon be a big TV star".  

Neil Dudgeon (right) takes over 
from John Nettles 

Abigail McKern  

Letters 

From Angela Baker who had been in contact with 
Anne Cooper. 

"Anne Johncock had sent me some leaflets and bro-
chures about the Redgrave Theatre to send to my 
Rutter cousins (children of Frank Rutter, (the 
Redgrave architect)) and my brothers and sister who 
all have very fond memories of their uncle. 

I don't think any of them are aware of the situation in 
Farnham as they live some way away. 

I would also like to be put on your mailing list. We 
live near Leatherhead but still enjoy coming to Farn-
ham.  

Very best wishes" 

Angela Baker  

From Bethany Brown  

Bethany is soon to publish a new UCA magazine for staff 
and students and for which she has already received FTA's 

very best wishes. Previously FTA outlined the issues in rela-
tion to bringing back the Redgrave or alternatively provid-

ing a new building altogether. 

"I am glad to hear that you think that the UCA 
magazine will be a good idea, and that you are very 

interested in the concept.  
 

The problem that you are currently having with re-
gard to the theatre in Farnham really does astound 

me.  Not only is Farnham home to a University 

meant for Creative Arts students who will obviously 
be enticed by the idea of a theatre, it is also a town 

that offers a higher standard of living, so the fact 
that you are having difficulty in persuading the 

council to commit is shocking". 

Bethany promises to keep us informed once her new 
magazine is through its initial development stages. 

All good theatre that played to capacity with the house full no-
tices out almost every night of the week. Now it is a Pizza res-
taurant and this must not happen again ever. 

The people of Farnham have to take a solid stand against those 
who are stopping the New “Castle” Theatre, and make them 
realise the error of their ways.  Waverley Council seem to be in 
support of the Maltings.  Well let us have both but let us not lin-
ger any longer with this project for that is what the people of 
Farnham want and as ratepayers they must have it without fur-
ther delays. 

Yours sincerely" 

In a recent edition of The Stage was a feature about 
Chris Logan who appeared for us at the Frensham Pond 
Hotel in June, to such acclaim.  He is appearing at the 
Salisbury Playhouse in The Picture by Massinger to- 

 

 

-gether with Duncan Wisbey - whose mother is a local 
lady and author of several books including the libretto for 
the recent community opera Nigel of Tilford. 

 

Farnham Rep's first              

Christmas show  

The Wind In The Willows is an unmissable family treat for the 
start of the festive season. Toad's on the loose again in this fast-
moving 60 minute version with chases, songs and audience par-
ticipation!  It's ideal for children from 5 upwards.  

A timeless classic, originally written by Kenneth Grahame this 
adaptation by David Gooderson is presented by Farnham's pro-
fessional Rep company, complete with costumes from the Na-
tional Theatre.   

 

With a top-notch cast it promises to be immense fun for children 
- of all ages.  See the three animal friends - and Toad - at the 
Tindle Studio, Farnham Maltings from Wednesday December 8 -

Sunday 12 with a choice of morning, afternoon or early 
evening performances.   

Bookings via boxoffice@farnhammaltings.com  or call 01252 
745444.  

Tickets are an accessible £6 for children, £8 for adults. Some 
performances are already sold out, so HURRY.....tickets are hot! 

Parallel aims and ambitions  

Nigel Morley, a longstanding volunteer with Farnham Rep comments: 

"Since the closure of the Redgrave, Farnham has no suitable venue for presenting large-cast plays for 
more than a single week at a time.  

Farnham Rep's aim is to continue to keep theatre alive in the town and is using the Tindle Room in  

the Maltings on this occasion, to raise funds for the next full season of plays in a marquee. 

Farnham Rep fully supports the Farnham Theatre Association, which aims to provide Farnham with a theatre so 
that  audiences can once again experience full programmes of entertainments and dramatic productions". 

 

To all our friends and supporters. 

Sad news of the death of Bryan 

Sell 

It is a great sadness to hear that Bryan 

Sell has died.  He really was one of Farn-

ham’s true friends and spent much of his 

time devoted to improving the lot of Farnham folk.   One of the 

many causes he supported was that of the Farnham Theatre 

Association’s struggle to get a working theatre back in the town.  

Over the last few years, he helped in every way he could, de-

spite being in his 90s, disabled and feeling frustrated by the ills 

old age thrust upon him. 

Chris Logan 

Canvassing support for FTA; 
Bryan Sell; June 2008 


